Building Equal Communities, September 16th 2010
A Community Exchange and Training day
in the Glasshouse Hotel, Sligo

Open to members of the public, community organisations and volunteers, public agencies, educators and public representatives.  
Building Equal communities is about taking an active part in building neighbourhoods and communities where there is real interaction and integration between people.  It is about building vibrant communities, where people have an equal chance to participate socially, economically and politically.  
In the ‘exchange’ part of the day you will hear about groups who have worked hard to improve their area while at the same time managing divisions, overcoming prejudice and building reconciliation between communities.  
In the ‘training’ part of our day you will gain practical skills and ‘tools’ that will enhance community development, leadership and volunteerism at a local level, that will support the building of more equal communities.   
The day is about building an Ireland for the future that learns from the legacy of divisions on this island and enables democracy, real citizen participation and embraces diversity.  
Programme

10.00 
Margaret Conlon, Welcome from Sligo County Community Forum 
10.10
Welcome from Sligo Peace and Reconciliation Partnership Committee
10.15    
Suffolk Lenadoon Regeneration Project – Challenging Conflict 



and building integration through Regeneration

10.45
Alice Griffin, Manager DESSA.  'Equality, Rights and Participation: A 


community development approach to the inclusion of disabled people 


in Irish life'.
11.15
Training Workshops

1. 
Facilitative Leadership; Tapping the power of participation -  
Interaction Institute for Social Change
2. 
Human Rights Based Approaches for effecting change

3. 
Tools for Change – supporting the engagement of migrants in the 
community: Migrant Rights Centre Ireland 
Each person who attends the training workshops will receive a certificate of attendance.  
1.30
Lunch 
2.30
Awarding of Certificates in Intercultural Studies 




participants
2.45
Rosie Maughan, Primary Health Care Project, Sligo Travellers Support 

Group – Integrating in the early years
3.00
Issah Huseini, New Communities Partnership:  Integration 



through representation and participation

  

3.30
Discussion Circles:  (facilitated discussions) 
Building on what we have learned what needs to happen to achieve a more integrated and inclusive community.  
4.0 Feedback  and Close
Speakers

Sligo County Community Forum:  Margaret Conlon 
Margaret Conlon is the Chairperson of Sligo County Community forum.  The forum is a network of community organisations in Sligo and currently has over 600 members.  The purpose of the forum is to act as a voice for the community and voluntary sector in the county and represent its views in local government and other structures.  The Forum also takes and active roll in supporting the community and voluntary sector in the county.  

Jean Brown and Renee Crawford, founding members of the Suffolk Lenadoon Regeneration Project in West Belfast.
The Suffolk Lenadoon Interface Group and the Stewardstown Road Regeneration Project are award winning community development, regeneration and peace building organisations in West Belfast.  The overall aim of the regeneration project has been to regenerate and revitalize the Lenadoon (mainly Catholic/Nationalist) and Suffolk (mainly Protestant/Unionist) areas by establishing an environment that is attractive, vibrant and economically active; where people from both communities can feel secure, accepted, confident and positive.  

Alice Griffin, Manager, Disability Equality Specialist Support Agency (DESSA).  
DESSA is a specialist agency set up under the Dept of Social and Family Affairs to develop and deliver social inclusion initiatives to people with disabilities and their families.  The agency advocates Disability Equality.  This means that it strives to place the issues facing disabled people in the context of equality. 
Rosie Maughan, Sligo Travellers Support Group (STSG), Toy Box Project
STSG offers an array of supports and advocacy services to the Traveller Community of County Sligo.  One of these projects is the toy box project that was developed as a pre-school education outreach programme to places where Travellers live.  An outcome of the project has been greater integration of Travellers children and their parents into pre-school services.  
Issah Huseini, New Communities Partnership.  New Communities Partnership (NCP) is an independent national network of 104 ethnic minority led groups comprising of 65 nationalities.  They support and strengthen communities by providing communal/social space for ethnic minority led organisations; supporting the representation and participation of ethnic minorities in decision making processes, providing training, and providing a unified voice for ethnic minority communities.  
Training Workshops

All of the training workshops will be run from 11.15 to 1.30, so each participant will need to choose which training workshop they would like to attend.  All of the training workshops are being delivered by experts in their field:  
Facilitative Leadership:  Tapping the power of facilitation  
This training workshop is being delivered by Stevie Johnston from the Interaction Institute for Social Change.  The aim of the workshop will be to build leadership skills so that you can develop your own practice.  Integral to the workshop will be to create greater awareness of how the facilitative leader balances three dimensions of success; results, processes and relationships, to enhance participation.
Tools for Change:  Supporting the engagement of migrants in the community

This workshop is being delivered by Helen Lowry from the Migrants Rights Centre Ireland.  The key purpose of the workshop will be to raise awareness of the needs of migrants in our communities and how we can use ‘community development’ tools to engage participation of migrant communities.  
Introduction to Human Rights Based Approaches (HRBA) for Effecting Change
This workshop is being delivered by Cecilia Forester, from the Community Action Network.  This workshop will look to familiarise participants with a human rights based approach and identify where it could be applied in their own work to effect change.  The trainer will draw on the work of the Rialto Rights in Action Project, which used human rights based approaches to secure housing rights.  

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Phone Number

Mobile Number 
	

	Email
	

	Any dietary requirements 
	

	Which Training Workshop would you like to attend?

Please tick one
	· Facilitative Leadership; Tapping the power of participation -  Interaction Institute for Social Change⃞
· Human Rights Based Approaches for effecting change⃞:  

· Tools for Change – supporting the engagement of migrants in the community: Migrant Rights Centre Ireland ⃞



Please return to Claire Galligan, Sligo County Community Forum, Development Centre, Cleveragh Road, Sligo or email cbrennan@sligococo.ie .  071-9111814 no later than 13th September 2010.  
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This project is being organised by Claire Galligan and the Sligo County Community Forum.  It is  supported by EU’s PEACE III Programme managed for the Special EU Programmes Body by Sligo County Council on behalf of Sligo Peace & Reconciliation Partnership Committee
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