Sligo sends delegates to an International Diversity Conference in Belfast
Last week a group of people from Sligo attended the 10th International Diversity Conference, which was held in Queens University, Belfast.  The conference lasted three days and hosted up to a hundred speakers from universities and projects from all over the world.  In previous years the conference was held in New Orleans, Spain and Sydney, to name a few.  The theme of the conference was Diversity.

Sligo County Community Forum and Claire Galligan organised for a group of community leaders to attend, so that international lessons on Diversity could be brought back to Sligo and applied in community work here.  The initiative was supported by the Sligo Peace and Reconciliation Partnership Committee.   

One of the attending delegates, Claire Galligan remarked ‘It has been a marvelous opportunity for leaders from Sligo Community Projects to attend this conference, we have heard of excellent work that people are doing to encourage diversity in their own communities and the challenges that exist in society for people to accept diversity as something positive, rather than something to be feared.  Speakers at the conference from Canada, Australia and America all talked about how diversity has contributed to their communities and economies”.  

Speakers from Northern Ireland were also present at the conference.  The group heard stories of projects that are ongoing in Northern Ireland to try and breach the sectarian divide that is still very present there. “We in the South also have a role to play in repairing relationships and building a more inclusive society, which embraces differences in religion and culture”.
Sligo County Community Forum intend to offer an opportunity to a wider audience in Sligo to explore how we can build more equal communities.  On September 16th they are hosting a one day ‘Exchange and Training Day’.  On this day, speakers from projects that are working in a number of fields including urban regeneration, disability, new communities and Travellers will address the gathering.  In addition, attendees will have a chance to attend training sessions which will be looking at facilitative leadership, engaging migrant communities and human rights based approaches to development.  The day which is entitled ‘Building Equal Communities’ is free, however places will be limited.  To put your name down, find more information and to ensure a place contact Claire Galligan at 071-9111814 or see the forum website www.sligocommunityforum.com.  

