Sligo Forum pledges support for community organisations at AGM

At the AGM of the Sligo County Community Forum last week, Margaret Conlon was re-elected as Chairperson for another year.  Margaret who hails from Easkey and is the secretary of the West Sligo Forum was delighted to be leading the County Community Forum for another year ‘Sligo County Community Forum has over 650 members in our network, I think that the year ahead will be a challenging one for the forum, we will continue to support community organisations around the county to try and maintain resources, we need to work to ensure that costs on community groups don’t become too great”.  The treasurer, Gerald O Connor and secretary Martina Conlon were also re-elected for another year.  

In her address to the gathering, Margaret Conlon highlighted the work of the forum over the preceding year.  She noted the training courses that have been delivered to support the work of community organisations and the stronger links the forum has made with community groups around the county through their monthly E-bulletin and the new website www.sligocommunityforum.com.  Another key part of their work has been the ‘diversity training’ programme they has been rolling out in association with Claire Galligan consultancy and the Sligo Peace and Reconciliation Partnership Committee:  “The forum has gone from strength to strength in the last year, we will build on this in the coming year and work to support and encourage community and voluntary activity going forward”.    

The visiting speaker at the AGM was the Director of Community, Enterprise and the Arts for Sligo County Council, Ms Rita Mc Nulty.  She noted the work that the forum had been involved in over the past year and commended the forum for the work they are currently doing in making a 4-year plan, which will direct the work of the forum in the long term.  She highlighted the role that the forum has in bringing the voice of the citizen into local government and stressed the importance of this role:  “We appreciate your input and we look forward to you having a stronger input into the policy arena of the local authority in the future”.  

The Chair thanked all of the members of the forum executive for the voluntary role they have taken in representing the views of the forum on the twenty committees and boards in Sligo and the NW Region where the forum holds seats.  She said “With our membership on the County Development Board, the Strategic Policy Committees, the North West Regional Drugs Task Force and others, we can bring forward the voice of the community and voluntary sector”.    The Chairperson also noted the upcoming seminar which is being hosted by the forum ‘The Impact of Poverty in a Changing Ireland’ to be held on the 7th of September 2010:  “We will be delighted to be welcoming Fergus Finlay, CEO Barnardos,  as our keynote speaker and we hope that as many members of the public as possible will attend”.  
The Chairperson also noted the advocacy work that the forum had undertaken on behalf of the community and voluntary sector.  A key part of this advocacy work has been the highlighting of the costs of water charges on the community sector.  A proposal came from the floor that the Sligo County Community Forum would continue its advocacy work to support community organisations that have come into arrears with water charges.  It was emphasised that community groups are willing to pay water charges; however, many are still lumbered with the arrears that were built up when water charges were first introduced.  It was noted that since the introduction of water charges the majority of community organisations have addressed the situation with water saving measures, however these took some time to get in place.  While groups are happy to go on paying, now that water saving measures have been established, something still needs to be done to address the high costs built up in the first year of the scheme.  The forum intends to work on this issue at a county level on behalf of community and voluntary groups.  
For further information on Sligo County Community Forum log onto www.sligocommunityforum.com or call 071-9111814.  

