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1 Funding
1.1 Pobal: European Refugee Fund Call for Applications 

European Refugee Fund 2009 Call for Applications 

Pobal, on behalf of the Office of the Minister for Integration, invites applications for funding to support reception and integration actions under the European Refugee Fund (ERF). The ERF is part of the ‘Solidarity and Management of Migration Flows’ General Programme of the European Commission.

Applications for funding are invited from Community and Voluntary/Non-Government Organisations (including minority ethnic led organisations) at national, regional or local level, Integrated Local Development Companies, Urban Partnerships, Local Authorities and other public sector organisations. 

The ERF is a co-funding measure and Fund contributions must be matched by funding from other non-EU sources. 

Application forms, programme guidelines and details of regional information meetings are available to download from the News Section of the Pobal website: http://www.pobal.ie 

For further queries, please contact Ronan Tierney on 01.5117124 rtierney@pobal.ie or Ciara Flanagan on 01.5117286 cflanagan@pobal.ie 

Completed applications must be posted to:

European Refugee Fund 
Equality Programmes
Pobal
Holbrook House
Holles Street
Dublin 2

The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 26th February 2010 at 5pm 
1.2 Pobal: European Integration Fund Call for Applications 

European Integration Fund 2009 Call for Applications 

Pobal, on behalf of the Office of the Minister for Integration, invites applications for funding to support the integration of third country nationals under the European Integration Fund (EIF). The EIF is part of the ‘Solidarity and Management of Migration Flows’ General Programme of the European Commission.

Applications for funding are invited from Community and Voluntary/Non-Government Organisations (including minority ethnic led organisations) at national, regional or local level, Integrated Local Development Companies, Urban Partnerships, Local Authorities and other public sector organisations. 

The EIF is a co-funding measure and Fund contributions must be matched by funding from other non-EU sources. 

Application forms, programme guidelines and details of regional information meetings are available to download from the News Section of the Pobal website. http://www.pobal.ie 

For further queries, please contact Ronan Tierney on 01.5117124 rtierney@pobal.ie or Ciara Flanagan on 01.5117286 cflanagan@pobal.ie 

Completed applications must be posted to:

European Integration Fund 
Equality Programmes
Pobal
Holbrook House
Holles Street
Dublin 2

The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 26th February 2010 at 5pm 
1.3 Grants available for youth groups in Sligo

The Local Youth Club Grant Scheme supports voluntary youth club activities at local level, with priority being given to young people between the ages of 10 and 21.  The scheme is now open for applications from youth groups in Sligo, with a closing date of 26th February 2010.  For more information on this grant scheme, please contact Trevor Sweetman, Youth Officer, on 071-9138305 / 087-7678327 / email tsweetman@sligovec.ie or go to the Youth Affairs section on www.sligovec.ie 
1.4 Flood Recovery Fund - Community Foundation for Ireland

This fund has been established to help frontline community and voluntary

groups provide assistance to the most vulnerable in our communities.

Grants are available in affected areas for the provision of food, clothing, bedding and the clean-up effort.

For information, see www.communityfoundation.ie/grants, email info@foundation.ie  or call 01-8747354.
1.5 Development Education Funding Scheme 2010 - Irish Aid

Irish Aid, the official development assistance programme, supports education projects that increase development awareness and understanding. Ahead of the completion of a review, in 2010, there will be one call for Annual Projects in 2010, probably in January. Guidelines will be online at www.irishaid.ie.  Information 061 774102   and

developmenteducation@dfa.ie . No new research grants will be awarded in 2010.
1.6 International Arts Grants - Culture Ireland

Culture Ireland's principal funding scheme is designed to support the presentation and promotion of Irish arts internationally. It offers awards to Irish artists or arts organisations. For information call (01) 6313905, email    cultureireland@dast.gov.ie    or visit   www.cultureireland.gov.ie.  There are four funding rounds each year - 15

February, 15 May, 15 August and 15 November.

1.7 Performance and Touring Award - Music Network

Funded by the Arts Council, this award assists Irish and Ireland-based musicians in realising performance opportunities. It is open to musicians and ensembles of all genres. Information is online at www.musicnetwork.ie or contact concertadmin@musicnetwork.ie  Tel (01) 6719429. Deadlines in 2010; 15 February, 8 June, 4 October. Music

Network's Young Musicwide initiative in 2010 will open to jazz ensembles; details will be announced in Spring 2010.
1.8 The Artist in the Community Scheme - Create

Twice yearly, the Arts Council offers grants to enable artists and communities to work together on projects through this scheme, managed by Create. Phase 1 (research) is open to artists; Phase 2 (project realisation) is open to communities of interest and/or location. For information, or to book an advisory session, phone 01 473 6600, email                 support@create-ireland.ie  or check www.create-ireland.ie  Deadlines; 26 February and 25 June 2010.
1.9 Small Grants Scheme 2010 - Community Foundation for Ireland

The Small Grants Scheme aims to assist projects working to respond to isolation and to develop a more diverse society. Applications are assessed three times per year. Information is at www.communityfoundation.ie /grants/ or contact     info@foundation.ie      phone (01) 874 7354. Deadlines 2010; 26 February, 30 July, and 29 October.
1.10 Ray Murphy Fund 2008-2017- Community Foundation for Ireland

 The Fund aims to build leadership within the community sector and supports CEOs to reflect on their leadership role. Grants will provide access to leadership-related education or training. The application form is not freely available; contact the Grants Officer at  info@foundation.ie  or phone 01 8747354. Deadlines; 26 February, 30 July and 29 October 2010.
1.11 U2 and Ireland Funds Music Scheme - Music Network

The scheme will support opportunities for children and young people to learn a musical instrument and/or avail of vocal tuition. Involvement will be offered by competitive tender, with local interests invited to bid for a three-year subsidy. Potential partnerships at local level are advised to be ready in early 2010. Read more at  www.musicnetwork.ie 

1.12 EU Culture Programme 2007-2013

Upcoming deadlines. Literary Translation; 3 February 2010. Cooperation with third countries; 1 May 2010. Advocacy Networks, Festivals, Policy Support; 1 Nov 2010 (annual and 3 year grants). For information

 http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/culture, or the Cultural Contact Point at the Arts Council, (01)6180234  www.artscouncil.ie 
2. Training

2.1 Training People’ fundraising courses in Belfast

Some places still remain on the following ‘Training People’ fundraising courses in Belfast (at Grosvenor House Conference Centre, Gt. Victoria St.) and Dublin (at All Hallows College, Drumcondra).  Course fees are £95.00 and €100 respectively – a 10% discount applies to organisations booking more than one place.  To book phone 028 (NI) 0r 048 (RofI) 9267 4737, reply to this e mail with you details or visit www.trainingpeopleni.com and fill in the booking form.  A free podcast ‘Fundraising in Hard Times: 10 Practical Strategies’ is also available on the Training People website.  The courses are:

· Researching and Securing Grant Aid  Dublin 12th Feb

· Are we too small for a major gift?  Dublin 14th Jan

· An Introduction to Fundraising and Fundraising Planning  Belfast 19th Jan, Dublin 21st Jan

· Organising Profitable Fundraising Events  Belfast 26th Jan, Dublin 28th Jan

· How to be a Confident Presenter (suitable for all types of presentation needs – not exclusively about fundraising)  Belfast 2nd February, Dublin 4th February

· Raising Money from Legacies  Belfast 9th February, Dublin 11th February

· Improving your writing skills for fundraising Belfast 2nd March, Dublin 4th March

· Raising Money from Companies Belfast 16th March, Dublin 18th March

2.2 Adult Learner Fair (VEC)
Donegal Vocational Education Committee Is delighted to announce the forthcoming Adult Learner Fair which takes place Wednesday 20 January 2010
11.00am — 4.30pm

Mount Errigal Hotel Letterkenny

Open and free to all adults

• Do you want another chance to improve your

Education but are not sure how to go about it?

• Are you on a course and want to find out where to go next?

• Do you want to gain new skills or qualifications that will improve your job prospects?

…then this event is for you!

For more information contact:
Donegal Adult Learner Guidance Service 074 91 78088
2.3 Conflict Resolution and Mediation Training
There are three levels of training: Introductory, Intermediate and Advanced

The Introductory course will be held:

St. Anne’s Centre
Mondays starting Feb8th from 10a.m. - 2 p.m. for 5 weeks

Catacombes

Mondays starting Feb 8th from 7 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. for 5 weeks

Development Centre
Tuesdays starting Feb 9th from 10 a.m.  – 4 p.m. for 3 weeks

Northside Centre
Thursdays starting Feb 11th from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. for 3 weeks

Those who successfully complete the introductory course can apply for the Intermediate and Advanced courses which will be run in conjunction with the Peace and Reconciliation Group in Derry.  

For application form phone (071) 914 3873 It is hoped that the variety of times and locations will allow as many as possible to avail of this unique opportunity to develop conflict resolution and mediation skills.

Those who successfully complete the introductory course can apply for the Intermediate and Advanced courses which will be run in conjunction with the Peace and Reconciliation Group in Derry.

Those who complete the Advanced Course can qualify for membership of the Medation Institute of Ireland

For application form phone (071) 914 3873

This project has been funded by the Sligo Peace and Reconciliation Partnership Committee under the Peace III programme of the European Union European Regional Development Fund

2.4 Respond
Half day seminar on ‘repossessions’ - Monday 25th January, 2010. 

*LIMITED NUMBER OF SPACES STILL AVAILABLE*

Cost:              €50 per person (€130 for booking of 3 people).   

Venue:           Respond Education Centre, High Park, Grace Park Road, Dublin 9. 

Speakers:     Frank Conway, Director at Irish Mortgage Corporation, Aoife Walsh, (spokesperson) and John Hannigan, (Company Treasurer), Respond! Housing Association. 

 

 

CIH accredited Certificate in Housing (Level 2) Feb 2010-May 2010.

Over six sessions (2pm-7.30pm), students will gain a broad understanding of housing policy and practice and will be introduced to some of the skills necessary for work in the housing and community sector.  The teaching methods used will be a mix of lecture style delivery, discussion, small group work and experiential exercises. 

Cost:              €595.  This includes all materials and CIH membership for the duration of the course.

Venue:           Waterford.   

Two Day Introductory work-shop in Community Development, delivered in partnership with Community Action Network (CAN) 

24th and 25th March 
This course will be of particular interest to people working or volunteering in Community, Voluntary and Statutory organisations who are engaged in social change through the practice of community development principles.

Cost:              €200 waged (€180 volunteers/unwaged).  Early bird offer of €180 (€160 volunteers/unwaged) for bookings received before the 1st February.  

Venue:           Oranmore, Co. Galway

Respond! are also launching a FETAC level 5 accredited certificate in Health care, commencing in March 2010 and running from Oranmore, Co. Galway.  

For further information on any of these courses and booking forms, please contact caroline.nolan@respond.ie  01-8087760
2.5 EU Lifelong Learning Programme 2010 - Léargas

Leargas manages various initiatives including Leonardo (vocational training); Grundtvig (adult education); Comenius (co-operation among schools) and Erasmus (university level). Information is online at

www.leargas.ie  or contact 01 873 1411, education@leargas.ie 
2.6 Fundraising Training for the Arts - Dublin, Business to Arts

This 4 day training programme, beginning on 14 January, is followed by 100 days of support, training and strategic coaching. Subsidised by Business to Arts and Bank of America Merrill Lynch. Contact Rowena@businesstoarts.ie   for further information.
3. Other Information

3.1 Rural Transport - Information on Routes from Tubbercurry Office

Route 1

The service covers Masshill Road, Cloonacool, Branchfield, Lavagh, Achonry, and Rinbane Area into Tubbercurry. 

The service runs every Tuesday starting at 10 a.m.  

The Bus will return from Tubbercurry at 1 pm 

Route 2  

This service is designed to meet the need of passengers from Lavagh to Sligo town.

The service runs every Wednesday starting at 9.30 am.  

The Bus will return from Sligo at 1.30 pm 

The route will cover the following areas:  Lavagh, Coolaney, (via Carrowneaden), Ballinacarrow, Collooney, to Sligo.

Booking Information:

All Routes are demand responsive house-to-house pick up service. 

The fare is €5.00 return - Free Travel pass is accepted. 

Passengers wishing to travel can book seats in advance weekly from “Next Move Office”, Sligo LEADER Partnership, Tubbercurry on 071 91 20636.  
3.2 The European Anti Poverty Network (EAPN) international Conference

What is this conference about? The European Anti Poverty Network (EAPN) is organising an international conference in Dublin to progress its vision for the legacy of the 2010 European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, in the context of the EU’s priorities for the next decade. The objective of this conference is to present concrete proposals for building a social Europe with the capacity to end poverty and social exclusion, and make a real difference to the 79 million Europeans who live everyday at risk of poverty. The conference will:
1. Take stock of the European Union’s contribution to ending poverty and social inclusion

2. Take forward EAPN’s proposals for improving the social dimension of the EU 2020 strategy.

3. Provide an opportunity for a range of stakeholders, including people experiencing poverty, to input on how the legacy of the Year should be realised.

EAPN’s proposals on the EU 2020 strategy: An EU We Can Trust will form a background to this important debate, available at: www.eapn.eu 

3.3 Reading from the works of WB Yeats and Samuel Beckett by one of Irish theatre’s finest actors, Barry McGovern. 

Wednesday 3 February 2010, 8pm (Auditorium, Strule Arts Centre, Omagh)

Join us at Strule Arts Centre, Omagh for a dramatic reading from the works of WB Yeats and Samuel Beckett by one of Irish theatre’s finest actors, Barry McGovern. 

Complimentary Bus

The Yeatsian Legacy Project will provide a free bus to Omagh, leaving Sligo on Wednesday 3rd February at 4.30pm.  Complimentary tea & sandwiches will be provided on arrival at Strule Arts Centre and admission to the event is free. The bus will depart immediately after the event, arriving in Sligo by 11.30pm. Please note the bus will travel via Ballyshannon and pick-ups/drop-offs along the route will be accommodated where requested.

Bookings essential by Tuesday 26th January to Helen O Hara telephone 071 911 1827, email sligoartsservice@sligococo.ie. 

Literary Workshop Programme

Under The Yeatsian Legacy Project, a Literary Workshop Programme will commence on Tuesday 9th February 2010.  The programme will encourage participants to actively explore the drama and poetry of William Butler Yeats in engaging, accessible ways by looking at Yeats’ work and his reputation in the context of local history and contemporary Irish writing from the Republic and Northern Ireland.  The programme is curated by Stacey Herbert. Workshop facilitators are Bryony Flanagan, Ray Yeates, John Harding and Margot Jones.  The programme will involve 3 workshops and a day trip over February and March.  Anyone interested in availing of this unique opportunity to explore Yeats and the legacy of the past together, please talk to Helen O Hara by Tuesday 26th January telephone 071 911 1827, email sligoartsservice@sligococo.ie. 

The Yeatsian Legacy Project is delivered by Sligo Arts Service & partners.  The project is supported by the PEACE III Programme, managed for the Special EU Programmes Body by Sligo County Council on behalf of Sligo Peace & Reconciliation Partnership Committee.
3.4
Citizens Information Board's - National Calendar of Training Events

 The CIB provides training services to Citizens Information Services, the Citizens Information Phone Service and other voluntary and statutory bodies. Regional Training Executives are responsible for the delivery of training. The latest Training Brochure is available online at www.citizensinformationboard.ie /services/training/ For enquiries contact

gillian.strain@ciboard.ie   or phone 01 605 9020.
3.5
Irish Fundraising Handbook - latest edition

 The 6th edition of the iconic publication, from Create, the national development agency for collaborative arts, includes a directory of funders, and practical advice and information. Buy it online at www.create-ireland.ie 

3.6
 The future of charity reporting - Dublin, 12 Jan

The Dept Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, with Irish Charities Tax Reform, is hosting a half-day conference in Dublin Castle on 12 January to look at SORP and charity reporting in the context of standards for public benefit organisations, including charities. There is no charge, but online registration is required.
3.7 Annual Fundraising Conference - 24 March, Dublin

In 2010 Fundraising Ireland will be developing a membership programme for those engaged in fundraising activity in Ireland. Its annual conference takes place on 24 March 2010 at Croke Park, Dublin.  Information from info@fundraisingireland.ie   The website www.fundraisingireland.ie  includes notes from all previous events.
3.8
 Seabirds: Life on the Edge, Conference in Sligo
All Ireland Conference on Bird Conservation. Sligo, 26th-28th March 2010. 
The 43rd annual All Ireland Conference on Bird Conservation, entitled "Seabirds: Life on the Edge" will be held in the Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo from 26th to 28th March 2010. Run jointly by BirdWatch Ireland and RSPB Northern Ireland, this promises to be one of our best conferences yet, with something to offer for everyone. Further Information
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