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1. Funding

1.1 
BT Community Connections 

Find out how your community can benefit from this award scheme – apply now for a laptop and broadband connection www.btcommunityconnections.com

If you are a community or charitable organisation that is looking to extend your work through use of the internet and ICT but don’t have the means, apply for an award today! 

What is BT Community Connections? 
BT Community Connections is an award scheme which enables community and charitable groups to get online and make use of information and communication technology (ICT). Groups can apply for a laptop and a year’s free broadband connection and we have more than 1,000 award packages to give to groups who can demonstrate how an award will benefit their work and the local community. 

Who should apply? 
Almost any organisation, working in any field of community benefit, located anywhere within the United Kingdom or the Republic of Ireland can apply for a laptop and a year’s free broadband connection. 

The scheme supports a diverse range of community and charitable groups – in the past community projects, silver-surfers, conservation organisations, family support groups, sports teams and youth groups have all been supported so don’t miss your opportunity. 

To apply for an award: 
To find out more, simply log on to www.btcommunityconnections.com where you can: 

· Complete an online application form or print a postal application form 
· View case studies of previous winners and read the judges’ top tips to help you complete your application 
If you don’t have access to the internet just complete the form below, return it to the address detailed and an application form will be sent to you - alternatively call us on 0845 257 6792. 

Key Dates 
	Applications can be submitted for one of two rounds and must be submitted prior to the relevant closing date: 

	
	Round One
	Round Two

	Postal applications 
	9 June 2009 
	5 January 2010 

	Online applications 
	11 June 2009 
	7 January 2010 


1.2 
Arthur Guinness Fund: Open for Applications 

The Arthur Guinness Fund is now open for applications from social entrepreneurs around Ireland. Established as part of the Guinness 250 celebrations, the Arthur Guinness Fund pays tribute to Arthur Guinness and his philanthropic legacy. The Fund will support projects that deliver lasting social, community and environmental benefits.

Guinness & Co. has partnered with Social Entrepreneurs Ireland to implement this initiative, which will seek to identify, support and empower people who are passionate about making a difference to society and who have projects and initiatives that are innovative, impactful and sustainable.

Successful applicants will benefit from financial support (in the region of €100,000 per project) as well as practical support and advice. In addition, successful applicants will benefit from access to the Social Entrepreneurs Ireland Alumni Network. Be sure to spread the word to anyone you know who might have a great idea and is eligible to apply.

For more information and to apply to the fund, please visit www.guinness.com, click on Arthur Guinness Fund button and follow the instructions. 

The closing date for applications is 31st October 2009. 

If you have any questions please email TheArthurGuinnessFundIrel@diageo.com.
1.3 
Heritage Council Grants Programme 2010 

The Heritage Council's Grants Programme represents the most tangible manner in which the Council can help individuals, groups and agencies to manage, develop and conserve those aspects of their heritage that they value the most.

The Council has revised its grants system; three new grant schemes are now open for applications for 2010: 
· Heritage Research provides assistance for data collection and research relating to Ireland’s heritage 
· Heritage Management supports projects that apply good heritage practice to the management of places, collections or objects 

· Heritage Education, Community and Outreach supports initiatives linking heritage to communities through education and outreach, promoting active engagement with and raising public appreciation of heritage.

Full details on making an application are now available on the Heritage Council website. Further Information
1.4 
Funding Initiative for the European Year for Combating 
Poverty and Social Exclusion (2010) 

The European Council and the European Commission have designated 2010 as the European Year for combating poverty and social exclusion. As part of the European Year, the Social Inclusion Division (former Combat Poverty Agency & Office for Social Inclusion) within the Department of Social and Family Affairs are providing once-off funding to facilitate anti-poverty groups or organisations to undertake work at local or national level to promote awareness of poverty and social exclusion and the European Year. 

The maximum amount available under this initiative is €5,000 per proposal.

Deadline: The deadline for applications is 5pm Friday 27 November 2009. 

Further information:-

Please see attached brochure and application form for further information.

www.activelink.ie/2009/FundingApp.pdf
www.activelink.ie/2009/FundingBrochure.pdf

The brochure and application forms can be obtained from Elaine Byrne, Tel: 01 7043757, email: elaine.byrne@welfare.ie. Applicants are encouraged to return their completed forms electronically.  For further information or advice on applications contact:  Sharon Keane, Tel: 01 7043485, email: sharon.keane@welfare.ie
1.5
Safe Graffiti Removal Ltd : CSR Service Offer 

As part of it’s Corporate Responsibility Program for 2009, Safe Graffiti Removal Ltd is again offering goods and services to the value of €1,000 to non profit and non government organisations suffering from graffiti attacks and tagging on the inside and outside of property. Details are available on www.safegraffitiremoval.ie 

Applications are invited at info@safegraffitiremoval.ie 

Closing date 20th November 2009. 
2.
Training

2.1
 Intercultural Studies (FETAC level 5) now recruiting 
participants!

As part of the Sligo County Community Forum’s ‘Diversity Training Programme’ funded by the Sligo Peace and Reconciliation Partnership Committee, a course entitled ‘Intercultural Training’ is being offered.  This course will allow participants to appreciate their own and others cultures and explore how ideas of ‘culture’ are created and exchanged.  The course will cover six different units:  

· Understanding prejudice and discrimination

· What is racism/sectarianism

· Exploration of Culture

· Building an analysis of how different cultures inter-relate

· The various levels where racism/sectarianism etc are played out

· Intercultural Tension and Conflict

· Responding to intercultural tension and conflict through community development   

The course will be run in a venue in Sligo town and will begin on Tuesday 12th January 2010.  The course will be held on Tuesday’s evenings and run for 12 weeks.  .  Each session will be from 6.30 to 9.30.  There will also be a 1-day study visit to Northern Ireland to learn more about the issue of sectarianism and the Troubles.  Participants will be able to work towards a FETAC level 5 certificate.  
This course would be of interest to anyone who is working with adults and children in the community.   Applications are open to all, however we would particularly like to welcome applications from members of the Protestant community, Travellers, new communities and young people aged 18-25.  There will be places for 15 participants to take part.  There is already a lot of interest so be sure to get your name in early.  
If you are interested in taking part or if you would like to receive more information you can contact cbrennan@sligococo.ie or phone 071-9111814 to ask for an application form. Participation in the course is free.  Financial support to cover childcare or travel costs will also be considered where there is a genuine need.  
2.2
New Introductory Course in Special Educational Needs: St 
Angela’s College, Sligo 

St Angela’s College, Sligo is offering a new Introductory Course in Special Educational Needs (SEN) to commence in November at the Education Centre, Carrick-on-Shannon. This innovative course is designed to develop the professional skills required to identify and support pupils with SEN in a variety of situations. 

Dolores McDonagh, Director of SEN at St Angela’s College, Sligo explained the type of person that would be interested in this course: ‘This Introductory Course in Special Educational Needs (SEN) aims to meet the needs of Principals, Co-ordinators of SEN, Resource and Learning Support teachers, special school/class teachers, mainstream/subject teachers and Special Needs Assistants.’ She also noted that professionals working in primary, post-primary and other educational settings such as YouthReach, Adult Training Centres and the Prison Service, may be interested in this course.

The Introductory Course in SEN is a 10-hour course to be completed over five nights. Upon completion, participants are awarded with a Certificate of Attendance. Further progression on to the Postgraduate Diploma/Masters in Understanding SEN, or the Postgraduate Certificate/Diploma/ Masters in Professional Studies in SEN (subject to validation by NUI Galway) is also possible. 

Eugene Toolan, Head of the Education Department at St. Angelas’ College, Sligo outlined: ‘This is an exciting new development in the suite of SEN programmes at St. Angela’s College, Sligo, offered to the key stakeholders involved in SEN provision within the education community on an outreach basis, making it more accessible.’ He added, ‘St Angela’s College, Sligo has a growing reputation nationally in the provision of high quality programmes to serve professionals working with people with Special Educational Needs.’ 

For more information on the Introductory Course in SEN, contact Sinéad Campbell, Education Department at 071 91 95552 or Carrick-on-Shannon Education Department at 071 96 20383 office@carrickedcentre.ie. To discuss this and other SEN programmes contact Dolores McDonagh, Director of SEN Programmes at 071 91 95566. The information is also available at www.stangelas.nuigalway.ie
2.3
Training Services Ireland: Job Hunting Workshop 
(Nationwide) 

In today’s tough and competitive employment market it is more important than ever to make yourself stand out from the crowd and catch the eye of a potential employer. We have developed a one day workshop to assist Job Hunters in securing that all important new position.
The workshop is broken down into three sections 
· C.V Design - we look at common errors, design and layout, ensuring your C.V has sufficient and accurate detail 

· Job Hunting Plan - Tips for finding jobs and planning ideas to allow you to develop a plan to secure your new role 

· Interview Success - How to present yourself effectively and professionally to help you perform to the highest level, also answering difficult questions planning and preparing to succeed in your interview. 

The workshop will run from 10-4pm and the aim is to give you the skills to succeed in your job search. 
This workshop is available on the following dates (if you are interested in the workshop but cannot travel to any of these locations please let us know where you are based and when we are coming to your area we can inform you)
Castlebar, Mayo, Monday 16th November
Sligo, Monday 30th November
Price; €50 per person
For further information on our services please contact us on the details below or visit our website at www.jobhuntingskills.webs.com
Contact us on 085 725 5353 or by email to jobhuntingskills@yahoo.ie
2.4
Fast Track into Information Technology Limited: Full Time 
Courses Available for the Unemployed 

Fast Track into Information Technology Limited (FIT) is a unique industry initiative involving international IT companies, who are actively committed to the integration of marginalized job seekers into the workforce through the acquisition of marketable ICT skills. The Board of FIT Directors comprise of senior executives from 15 of the top IT companies globally.

FIT has teamed up with FÁS to deliver six month full time courses to unemployed people nationwide.

FIT / FÁS Courses

Start Date: October and November 2009
Duration: Full time Monday – Friday for six months
Fee: Courses are Free (subject to eligibility)
Renumeration: FÁS Training Allowances will be provided (subject to eligibility)
Qualification: Excellent FETAC and Industry Certification
Types of courses on offer include:

· Pc Maintenance 

· Business Through Computers 

· Warehousing and Data Entry 

· IT Office Administration and Design 

· IT Retail Sales and Customer Care 

· Microsoft Certified Professional 

· IT and Business Systems 

· IT and Reception Skills 

· IT Customer Care 

· IT Communication Skills 


Provision of FIT supports including, CV Workshops, Company Visits and Preparation for Work Modules.

Locations: Nationwide

There are a limited number of places available Contact FIT ltd immediately on locall 1890- 252813 or 01-8825570.  website www.fit.ie
2.5 Training Services Ireland: Child Protection, First Aid, 
Autism and Aspergers Syndrome Training

Child Protection Training available Nationwide.  Training Services Ireland is currently offering a one day Child Protection Course the course is delivered by a qualified Child Protection Trainer and is based on the Children First National Guidelines.
Child Protection Training for Crèche Workers
We will be holding a Child Protection Session for Crèche workers this will be held in Dublin
First Aid Training Available
Training Services Ireland is currently offering a one day Basic First Aid Course the course is delivered by a qualified and accredited First Aid Trainer.
Autism and Aspergers Syndrome Training Available
Training Services Ireland is currently offering a one day Autism and Aspergers Course the course is delivered by a qualified trainer.
Protection of Vulnerable Adults (Intellectual Disabilities)
If you would like further information on any of these courses please contact our course co-ordinator David Wright on 085 7255 353
or email trainingservicesireland@yahoo.ie

Or for further information please visit our website http://trainingservicesireland.webs.com/
Training Services Ireland: Training for Parents, including First Aid for Parents and Daddy Training Forum
For Further information please contact 085 725 5353 or email daddytrainingforum@gmail.com or vist our website at http://www.daddytrainingforum.webs.com/
The class is aimed at expectant fathers and new dads are after more support and advice to assist their transition into fatherhood
We have workshops running nationwide if you would like further information please contact us.
Price for this workshop is €40 per person
 3. 
Events

3.1 
Community and Voluntary networks being established 
around Sligo 
Sligo County Community Forum is inviting people involved in the community and voluntary sector to join local networks.  The purpose of the networks will be to bring groups together working at a local level to share information and find out where they could collaborate on projects.  A crucial role for each of the networks will be to nominate representatives to go forward onto the County Community Forum early next year.  

The County Community Forum is putting energy into setting up local networks, to ensure that Forum Representatives are accountable to the community and voluntary sector in each of their respective ‘Local Electoral Areas’.  In March next year 4 representatives will be nominated from each of the Local Electoral Areas to bring forward the views of the community and voluntary sector on the County Community Forum.  These participants will then have the opportunity to represent the views of the community and voluntary forum on other county wide and regional bodies, and on local authority structures.  

We are encouraging everyone involved in the community and voluntary sector in each of the Local Electoral Areas to attend an open evening.  At the event we will explain about the Forum and look at how the establishment of a network could benefit the local area.  We will be also looking to co-opt people onto the committee where there are vacant seats.  Each of the meetings will be facilitated by an independent facilitator.  The first meeting is tomorrow in Rathcormac…

Come along to the meeting in your area…

	Date
	Area
	Venue
	Time

	Tuesday 3 November 
	Sligo Drumcliffe
	Rathcomac School Hall
	8pm

	Tuesday 17th November
	Tubbercurry
	Teach Laighne
	7pm

	Tuesday 24th November
	Ballymote
	Contact 071-9111814 for details
	7pm

	Thursday 3rd December 
	Dromore West – open invitation, information night for all groups  
	Dromore West Community Centre.
	7.30


3.2
 Irish National Community and Voluntary Forum:   Western 
Regional Meeting
The following are details of the Western Regional meeting which will take place on the 3rd of November 2009 in the Mc William Park Hotel Claremorris, Co. Mayo.                                 Organiser: Ray O’Donoghue, Galway County, email: odonoghu@iol.ie
The meetings will be an opportunity for forum executives, forum members and the wider community and voluntary sector to network, discuss issues relating to the sector, learn more about the INCVF Best Practice Guidelines and review and discuss the Community Forum Group Insurance. 

The following is the Agenda for Western regional meetings:
· Welcome from local regional representative

· Address by Tom McGettrick, Chairperson of the Irish National Community and Voluntary Forum, including a discussion on issues concerning the sector

·  Tea & Coffee/Networking session

·  Presentation on Community Forum Insurance by BHP Insurance

·  Presentation on Community Forum Best Practice Guidelines

· Review Local Regional Structure and elect Regional Committee of Community Forum.

3.3
The Wheel:  Managing Human Resources in a Recession

19 November 2009 theHarbour Hotel, Galway 

Time: 11.30am - 1.30pm. Registration from 10:45am. 


Book online now!



The changing economic climate will compel many community and voluntary organisations to review their existing employment arrangements.

Employers should, however be aware that there have been significant changes in Employment Law during the past few years and it is essential that those dealing with human resources in community and voluntary organisations are informed about their rights and obligations under the law. Read more…

Learn about:

· Redundancies: procedures, the employers responsibilities and the employees rights

· The Employee Handbook: explaining the terms of employment, disciplinary procedures, dispute resolution etc.

Speaker:

Marguerite Bolger is a practicing barrister specializing in Employment Law.

Fee:

Members of The Wheel:45 euro

Non-members: 80 euro

3.4 
Free Screending Day:  Sligo branch of the Diabetes 
Federation of Ireland 

Sligo Branch of the Diabetes Federation of Ireland are holding a FREE screening day on Saturday November 7th from 11am to 4pm in the main area of the Quayside shopping centre (across from Monsoon) this is in conjunction with World Diabetes Day November 14th.

Enquires to wro@diabetes.ie or the Regional office 1 Wine st, Sligo 071-9146001 (9.30-2pm Mon-Thur)

3.5 
Traditional Building Skills Training 
One day workshops: 28th and 29th November 2009. 
Sligo County Council in association with the Office of Public Works, County Sligo Heritage Forum and the Heritage Council will hold a series of one-day 'Introduction to Lime' Workshops at the OPW Depot, Dromahair, Co. Leitrim on the 28th and 29th November 2009. 
Further Information 
3.7
 ICTU : National Day Of Action 

ICTU 'Better Fairer Way' campaign 
The ICTU campaign for a 'Social Solidarity Pact' to include job creation, job protection, an economic stimulus package and opposition to pay and welfare cuts and pension protection, is now gathering momentum and will initially focus on a national protest/demonstration on Friday, 6th November at 2.30pm. 
NATIONAL PROTEST RALLIES 
There will be eight official regional demonstrations taking place in the following locations on the 6th November at 2.30pm:
Dublin Parnell Square
Waterford The Glen
Tullamore County Hall
Cork Connolly Hall
Limerick The Cathedral
Sligo The Blue Lagoon
Dundalk The Fairgreen
Galway Not sure (I'll need the good Galway folk to help me out here!)
Lets get the largest turnout possible on the 6th! This time, not just private and public sector workers, but also the unemployed, and all those on social welfare including pensioners, and all those in the community sector, which has also been savaged by cuts, all of us out that day. This time it won't just be a token 1-day stoppage and march to let off steam. The time for that has passed. It's just the start of a long campaign.

4.
General Information

4.1
 Sligo Cancer Support Centre 

is a voluntary charitable organisation set up to support those who have been diagnosed by cancer, and also to support their families.  For the past 13 years we were situated at 2A Wine Street Sligo.

In May of this year we moved to a beautiful new building at 44 Wine Street (opposite the entrance to Quay-side shopping centre).  The drop in centre is opened from Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm.

The centre offers a range of services such as holistic therapies, counselling and psychotherapy, healing workshops, art therapy, yoga, support groups and one to one support. All services are free of charge.  We now have a wonderful new programme supporting children and young people who have a parent with cancer, and also young people who have cancer.  The centre is a home from home, a place of peace and hope where no one needs to feel alone on their journey through cancer.  For information and support, drop in to 44 Wine Street or phone 071-9170399.
4.2 
Details of Peace III Projects

See below a list of the Peace III Projects awarded by the Peace and Reconciliation Partnership Committee, County Sligo:

Arts Office Sligo County Council

Political / Historical Perspectives

The Legacy of Belief

An interactive project looking at the history of Sligo as a Garrison Town and to raise awareness of shared local heritage and its impact across communities and cultures.

Contact Details: 
Mary McDonagh 
071 91 11822 
mmcdonag@sligococo.ie 

MH Consultancy

Women & Peace

Women Co-Authoring Sligo Peace-Building Project

The programme develops previous women’s work of building cross-border/cross-community relationships by deepening their understanding of peace building within communities that have a diverse population, including ethnic minorities/ different religious practices. 

Contact Details:
Marie Hainsworth 
086 2313964
mhconsultant@eircom.net 

Junior Achievement

Youth Education

Sharing Our Community

The County Sligo “Sharing Our Community” project will target 200 secondary school students from four local schools in Sligo.  On completion of the project, students will have a better understanding of difference and diversity and will have learned to challenge attitudes to sectarianism and racism. 

Contact Details:
Siobhan Kelly
086 7707177

skelly@jai.ie 

Sligo Rapid Programme

Urban Peace Building

Rapid Urban Collective

This project action is being delivered through a partnership of Sligo based community, voluntary and statutory groups/agencies.  This project will focus on community dialogue and exchange through shared interests / achievements and common concerns with a number of the most disadvantaged urban areas in Sligo.

Contact Details:
Helen O’Hara

071 91 11832 / 087 6338870 hohara@sligococo.ie 

Sligo Community Forum & Claire Galligan

Diversity Training

Sligo County Community Forum will be hosting a range of diversity training events to promote greater understanding between different groups and challenge discrimination, sectarianism and racism.  

Contact Details:
Claire Galligan
071 91 11814
galliganclaire@eircom.net 

Riverstown Enterprise Development (Sligo)

Riverbrooke Initiative – Interfaith Programme

Moving Beyond Sectarianism

The project action aims to provide an opportunity to explore, through facilitated discussion, the legacy of the conflict and the challenge of reconciliation and dealing with our past as members of Churches and Faith Groups.

Contact Details:
Mary Daly
087 7932784

mary.daly@care4free.net
Peace by Peace Training

Conflict Resolution & Mediation Training

Peace by Peace Training (Sligo), in partnership with the Peace and Reconciliation Group (Derry/Londonderry), will deliver a broad range of conflict resolution and mediation training.  It is proposed that there be four levels of training from basic raising awareness to accredited courses.  

Contact Details:
Noreen Callaghan 
071 91 43873 / 087 2266844





noreen@indigo.ie
Foróige 

Youth Education

Comhairle na nÓg Sligo 

The central theme to the work of this Youth Education Project will be developing a positive attitude to diversity amongst young people with a view to creating a culture that young people from all walks can contribute to society, in particular Comhairle as the established and recognised structure for participation in Co. Sligo.

Contact Details:
Anne Marie Regan
071 91 46596 / 086 9087141 





annmarie.kelly@foroige.ie 

Sligo Sport & Recreation Partnership

Sport & Peace

Sporting Peace

It is a cross-border club/community sports project involving strategic collaboration between community and public sectors in the Sligo, Omagh and Fermanagh regions. The project will include implementation of strategic models of collaboration between the public and community sectors that focus on reconciliation, cultural diversity and equality. 

Contact Details:
Diane Middleton
071 91 61511







diane@sligosportandrecreation.ie 

Traveller Support Group

Travellers & Peace

To provide opportunities for open meaningful dialogue/communication aimed at building trust and tolerance between Settled and Traveller communities in Sligo and across the border. 

Contact Details:
Bernadette Maughan
071 91 45780 






stsg@eircom.net 

Arts Office Sligo County Council

Culture / Arts / Heritage

The Yeatsian Legacy

This project action aims to promote an understanding of cultural heritage and the sharing experiences and expressions of different cultures by exploring the Yeatsian legacy and its impact on the identity of the county and region.

Contact Details:
Mary McDonagh 
071 91 11822 







mmcdonag@sligococo.ie
Sligo Leader Partnership Company Ltd

Rural Peace Building

The Rural Peace Building Action will facilitate the Rural community in County Sligo to come together on a cross-community basis and to engage with Rural Communities in NI through a series of cross-community and cross-border events, workshops, residentials, study visits and social activities.
Contact Details: Camilla Smyth
071 91 41138 
csmyth@sligoleader.com 
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