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1. Funding

1.1 
Northern Ireland £2.1 Million Community Leadership Programme 
Opens
[image: image2.png]


Second round of funding opens for joint Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action (NIVCA) and International Fund for Ireland (IFI) programme.
The Community Leadership Programme is a one-year leadership scheme for groups based in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties. It is targeted at grassroots groups working at local level within their communities. The scheme has a funding pot worth £2.1 million to be allocated to groups working within the community and excludes single issue groups.

Successful organisations will have the opportunity to:

· Build the management and leadership capacity in their organisation. 

· Participate in ten action learning sessions with a dedicated facilitator for your group. 

· Benefit from a governance review, if one is required. 

· Receive ongoing support and advice from NICVA. 

· Network at three roundtable workshops with others from the Leadership Programme. 

· Achieve accreditation for individuals at Institute of Leadership and Management level 3. 

· Enable up to two people to gain Certificate in Management Practice from University of Ulster free of charge. 

· Receive a maximum bursary of £2,500 (2,930 Euro) for an action-learning project of your choice. 

"The Programme aims to build the capacity of groups so that they will be able to work together to address issues, network with others, improve their community and influence policies that effect local people's lives."

The deadline for applications is 8 October 2009.  For more information visit the NICVA website (opens in new window).  Source: NICVA, 20/08/2009
1.2 
Grant Aid Available for Ageing Research
[image: image3.png]



The Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI) has announced a second call for applications under its Collaborative Ageing Research Grant Programme. CARDI has announced that €300,000 will be available during this latest funding round, which is open to community and voluntary organisations across the island of Ireland. The programme supports cross-border and inter-disciplinary research, and aims to create networks of academics with the public, private and voluntary sectors in order to identify issues in an ageing society in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Dr O'Sullivan, the Director of CARDI, said:  "We are delighted to open Call 2 of CARDI's Collaborative Ageing Research Grant Programme with €300,000 to allocate.”

"We want to encourage ground-breaking studies that bring together different perspectives, sectors and disciplines across the island of Ireland in ways that can help improve the lives of our older people."

"In Call 2 our research grants have been increased to €25,000 and our network grants will be funded up to a limit of €10,000. It is a precondition that applications must be both cross-border and inter-disciplinary." 

Call 2 closes to applications on the 2 October 2009. Contact CARDI for more information.

1.3
Application Form for EU Culture Programme now online 

The Culture Programme 2007-2013 supports cultural initiatives across the EU.
You can find out more and access the application forms for the Culture Programmes strands online at: http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/culture/funding/2009/index_en.php
Deadline is the 1 October 2009.


2. Events
2.1
Launch of new website www.sligocommunityforum.com 

The Sligo County Community Forum is hosting an event to launch its new website www.sligocommunityforum.com on Thursday 24th September at 7pm in the Council Chamber in Sligo.  All community groups are invited.  If you would like to attend please contact Catherine at cbrennan@sligococo.ie or phone 071-9111814.  If you can’t attend have a look at our website!! It is updated regularly with news and new events coming up!

2.2
Leitrim/Sligo County Childcare Committee Presents ‘Exploring the 
Great Outdoors’ Conference 

Early Years Health Promotion Project Presents ‘Exploring the Great Outdoors’ Conference.  This project is a collaborative initiative between Sligo and Leitrim County Childcare Committees. It is funded by the HSE West. The aim of the project is to establish a positive attitude towards a healthy and active lifestyle among children who attend childcare services in Sligo and Leitrim.

Outdoor play is so important for children and through this conference we aim to support childcare workers and parents in making outdoor play accessible to all children and making them aware of the benefits of outdoor play.

The conference will take place on Saturday 26th of September at 9.30am -4.30pm at the Castle Dargan Hotel, Ballygawley, Co Sligo.  If you would like further details please see booking form attached or contact Leitrim County Childcare on 071-9640870 Grainne Kelly.  Email: grainne@leitrimchildcare.ie
Sligo County Childcare Committee 071-9148860, Sheila Ryan.  Email sheilaryan@sligochildcare.ie
2.3
Positive Ageing Week 
Positive Ageing Week takes place from Thursday 24th September to Saturday 3rd October with a range of festive events all celebrating the Life of Older People in County Sligo. The launch of Positive Ageing Week takes place in the Glasshouse Hotel on Friday 25th September at 7pm with the Mayor of Sligo and this will be followed by story telling and a Delia Murphy Tribute Band. Other highlights of the week include Health and Beauty Days on the 29th and on the 2nd Oct at the VEC Sligo and North Connacht College Tubbercurry. A Technology Day will take place on the 30th Sept. at Sligo County Libraries in Stephen Street and Tubbercurry. A story telling and folklore event will take place at the Family Centre the Mall on 3rd Oct. The highlight of the week will be the Gala Ball which takes place at the Radisson Hotel 1st Oct. For further information and timetable of events, please contact Deidre at 071-9141138. 

2.4
Culture Night, Friday 25th September
6pm - 10pm, Friday 25 September, 2009!  Culture Night Sligo will take place on Friday September 25th, a night of entertainment, discovery and adventure in Sligo as over 30 arts and cultural organisations open their doors until late with a wide variety of free events, tours, talks and performances for you, your family and friends to enjoy. There’s all sorts of culture for all ages to experience and it’s all for free! 

Culture Night Sligo Brochure Download
Culture Night Sligo Event Listings Download
2.5
Community Workers Co-operative - Donegal Network -
Seminar

Wednesday 16th September – 10.00am to 3.30pm, Ramada Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
Equality – the Roadmap to Peace & Development Seminar
The recent crisis in national and global financial systems and the current model of development have resulted in a disastrous landscape for many individuals and families and for future generations.   The most disadvantaged and marginalised groups in society are being required to bear the greatest share of cutbacks in public sector services.  Community organisations which have been to the forefront in combating inequality, poverty, racism and discrimination have been deprived of the funding, developmental supports and infrastructure that are crucial to their work.  This context is particularly relevant in the Border counties where it is affecting the work of building the capacity of groups and individuals to deal with the transition to peace and reconciliation.

The objective of the Seminar Equality – the Roadmap to Peace and Development is to provide an opportunity to explore the context in which peace building and community work is currently operating.  Keynote speaker: Niall Crowley
This is a free event but, as numbers are strictly limited, prior booking is required

For further information and booking form please contact: CWC Donegal Network, 2nd Floor, Riverfront House, Pearse Road Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, Tel: 00353 (0) 74 9128792 or e-mail angelaholohan@cwc.ie

2.6
Community Person of the Year Award 2009
 The Irish Security Industry Association (ISIA) organises an annual awards ceremony, an event which is covered by the national media.  This year’s awards will be presented at a formal luncheon in Dublin on Thursday 19th November 2009.   

 

The ISIA have introduced a new award – the ‘Community Person of the Year Award’ – now in its fourth year. This award is designed to highlight the work of people who make a contribution – over and above the normal – to their local community.

 There is also a ‘Courage Award’ and we would be very interested in hearing about or receiving nominations on behalf of people who have shown courage ‘above the normal’  either in a personal capacity or while assisting others in the past year.  In most cases such people get little notice or publicity and we would like to address this imbalance – as those who make negative contributions to society can sometimes achieve massive notoriety.
 We would appreciate if you could highlight these awards within your organisation and area generally.
 

Further details are available by contacting ISIA on Tel:  01 668 0530/ 690 5736 or email: info@isia.ie or write to ISIA, 21 Waterloo Road, Dublin 4, or directly from: www.isia.ie
2.7
The Wheel: Introducing Risk Management 

29th September, Harbour Hotel Galway, 9.30 to 1pm.  


You and your organisation are not immune from risk. In fact, community and voluntary organisations face a myriad of risks, including: uncertain funding streams, working with vulnerable client groups, health and safety hazards, dealing with volunteers etc. 
Read more... 

This informative workshop will help you and your organisation to: assess the risks facing you and your organisation; develop an effective strategy to deal with risk; access further information and resources on the topic. 

Participants will also receive a copy of Reducing the Risk, the first publication on risk management specifically written for the Irish community and voluntary sector.

Fee:  Members of The Wheel: 45 euro; Non-members: 80 euro

2.8
IBEC North West: Not Business as Usual seminar - 9 September 
2009

These are extraordinary times for Irish business. Nearly every company in every industry is facing new challenges and owners and managers everywhere are worried. However, you can survive and eventually thrive, in home and international markets, with IBEC's help. It's a basic business truth: To become competitive again you must control costs and boost productivity. 
I am delighted to invite you to ‘Not Business as Usual – How to survive today and thrive tomorrow,’ a briefing session hosted by IBEC North West. 
Event:

Not Business as Usual – How to survive today and thrive tomorrow 
Location:
Radisson SAS Hotel, Ballincar, Rosses Point, Sligo 
Date:             
Wednesday, 9 September, 2009 
Registration:   
5.00pm 
Time:         
5.30pm – 7.30pm 
Cost:             
This event is free. 
Summary:   
This IBEC briefing is designed to help businesses through these uncertain and turbulent times. Our panel of experts will give you unique insight into the issues and solutions to the current problems Irish businesses are facing. 

Part I – People Management 
Part II – Strategic Business Advice 
Part III – Ireland and Europe on the road to economic recovery 
Registration link:        www.ibec.ie/0/2009_roadshow        

2.9 The Benwiskin Centre:  Autumn Schedule 
The new schedule for the Benwiskin Centre starts in September:  

Monday: 
Hip Hop (5 - 12yr olds, 5.30 – 6.30pm)
Speech & drama (7 - 12yr olds, 7.00 - 8.00pm) 
Acting classes (Adults 8.00 – 9.00pm)
Yoga (Adults 9.15 – 10.45pm)
Tuesday: 
Parent and toddler sessions (10am - 12 noon)
Irish language for beginners (8.30 – 9.30pm)
Card games (9 - 11pm)

Wednesday 
Adult art (10am - 12pm) (Part funded by Co. Sligo VEC)
Children’s fitness (7 – 12yr olds,  5.30 – 6.30pm)
Toning and aerobics (Adults 7.00 – 9.00pm)
Parenting Course (8 – 10pm)

Thursday 
Furniture Restoration / Upholstery (10am – 1pm)
Children’s art (7 – 12yr olds, 5.00 – 6.30pm) (Part funded by Sligo Co.Council – Arts Dept.)
Youth group (Age 12+ 7.00 – 8.15pm)
Basket making (8.30 – 10.30pm)
Other planned activities are:-  Cooking demo – Sept/Oct and a quilting workshop (weekend Sept/Oct.)

If there is a class you would like us to run, please contact us and we will try and accommodate you.
Minimum numbers required for classes to proceed.  Fees payable from 24/8/09
For further details about commencement dates and fees please call the Centre on 071 9176721.  www.benwiskincentre.com           Email:info@benwiskincentre.com

Other events/services at the Centre to include:-

Accommodation/venue hire
The Benwiskin Centre is ideal for group bookings, workshops with or without accommodation.  Visit our website at www.benwiskincentre.com, call us on 071 9176721 or drop in and a staff member will be happy to show you around.
 
Chiropody service at The Benwiskin Centre
Clinics will be held at The Benwiskin Centre on the last Tuesday of every month from 12 noon - 3pm by appointment only.  To book an appointment contact 087 4182788.

Laundry and office services
Wash and Dry laundry service available Mon-Fri 11am-4pm. Office service available Call 071 9176721 for further details.
 

Nature and Children - Workshop - Sat. 19th Sept 
This day is designed to help parents who are keen to develop and nurture wonder and appreciation for nature in their children. One writer informs us that “ if a child is to keep alive his or her inborn sense of wonder he or she needs the companionship of at least one adult who can share it, rediscovering with him or her the joy, excitement, and mystery of the world we live in” 
A parent is invited to bring their children aged between 6 and 11 yrs. on Saturday, 19th Sept. meeting at The Benwiskin Centre from 10am - 4pm.  For further details please contact PETER DEVLIN  086 3663276

2.10
Women for Europe is a developing network of women

Chaired by Olive Egan Braiden from Ballymote we aim to provide clear information on the Treaty and its relevance to Irish women, to ensure that this campaign will include women's voices, their concerns and their issues.  If you or your association would like to join us in our efforts by, hosting a coffee morning in September, or any other event we can some information packs for you and will do our best to send a speaker to your event.  You might be interested in attending one of our events – log onto www.womenforeurope.ie for further details.  If you would like to get in touch please email info@womenforeurope.ie or call 01-6051727.  

2.11 Supports for existing and start up businesses enterprise promotion event

Organised by Enniscrone & District Community Development Limited in association with  Sligo County Development Board

Enterprise promotion event, Ocean Sands Hotel, Enniscrone 4.30pm to 8.30pm Wednesday 16th September 2009-09

Guest speaker – Mr Bobby Kerr RTE’s Dragon Den (CEO of Insomnia)

If you have a business idea, or need support with an existing business, then this could be the event for you.

Meet and obtain advice in confidence from all major Enterprise Agencies:

Sligo County Development Board, Enterprise Ireland, Sligo County Enterprise Board, County Sligo Leader Partnership Co.Ltd,  Teagasc, FAS Employment Services, IDA Ireland, Institute of Technology  Sligo, IT BIC Sligo, St Angela’s College Sligo, County Sligo VEC, Fáilte Ireland, Sligo Chamber, Sligo County Council, Western Development Commission

Admission is Free: Light refreshments will be served

For information please contact Enniscrone Tourist Office on 096 367 46 or Sligo County Development Board at 071 91 11800
3. Volunteering
3.1
ISPCC: Volunteers for Childline Service (Mayo) 

The ISPCC in Castlebar is looking to recruit volunteers for its Childline service. A great way to learn new skills and to give something back. 

Training will be commencing in September and we would like to invite interested potential volunteers to get in contact with us. You can call ISPCC Castlebar on 094 90 25254 or email fjennings@ispcc.ie 
4. Other Information
4.1 Community and Voluntary News online
 In issue 1 of ‘Community and Voluntary News’, is now online.  Issued by the Irish National Community and Voluntary Forum, there are a number of stories relating to the sector, including information on An Bord Snip Nua, details of an upcoming conference on ‘Sharing Power’ being hosted by Cavan Community Forum, and news from Cork County and Sligo County Fora.  

To read this edition of ‘Community and Voluntary News’, please visit this link:  Community and Voluntary News.  

4.2 Free pre-school year

New guide for parents (pdf)  to the free pre-school year in Early Childhood Care and Education 
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Sligo County Community Forum, Development Centre, Cleveragh Rd, Sligo

Tel: 071-9111814 / 087 7586608      Email: cbrennan@sligococo.ie
Website: www.sligocomunityforum.com
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