Press Release, July 29, 2009

Sligo County Forum reacts to the ‘Snip’ Report
Snip will affect poorer communities most

At a recent meeting of Sligo County Community Forum, members discussed the devastating impact that the Snip proposals would have on the community sector in the county, if implemented.  The Chairperson Margaret Conlon said “All over Sligo there are community projects that were set up to address the needs of particular communities, in a time of recession, the needs of these communities will become greater …continuing to support community development work in these areas will be vital to allow marginalised people to make their voice heard and respond to the needs in their own communities”.  

These comments were made on back of the proposals in the so called ‘SNIP’ report, which would deal a crushing blow to community development work in the County, if implemented.  The Mc Carthy report recommends the abolition of the RAPID scheme and a huge reduction in funding to the Local Development Social Inclusion Programme and the Community Development Programme.  The report also recommends that Partnership Boards, Volunteer Centres and County Childcare Committees should be merged.  It also proposes a cut in the allocation for community and voluntary sector supports, such as the local community grants scheme and the community scheme for older people.  

Brian Scanlon, a member of the forum commented:  “The community project, where I sit on the voluntary management committee in Sligo town, would be hit by reductions in all of these areas, we are in a RAPID area and we also have a community development project, we rely on a wide variety of grants to enable work in the project to take place.  The Project plays a vital role in our community.  It enables people to work collectively to address their particular needs.  Scores of people, who were previously unable to access mainstream training or work, have come through our project, and are now taking an active part in civic society.  Through work with our project they have gained knowledge and skills, or are working in or outside the community”.

 The statement made in the Mc Carthy report that “there is little evidence of positive outcomes from these initiatives” shows that the report lacks a fundamental understanding of the value of work at a local level and the vital contribution it makes to Irish society.  Community development work is about giving disadvantaged communities an equal chance to take part in all aspects of our society and there are many examples in County Sligo where community projects have made a big difference in their communities and helped to change lives for their participants.

Members of Sligo County Community Forum come from a wide variety of voluntary and community projects and organisations around County Sligo.  They represent the views of the community and voluntary sector on a range of structures, including the County Development Board, Strategic Policy Committees within the local authority, the County Childcare Committee and the Drugs Task Force.  Maeve Whittington, a member of the forum commented: “We recognise that these are difficult times and hard decisions will have to be made, however dismantling the community sector, at a time when it will be needed most, will only exacerbate problems that will arise out of the recession … good quality, locally based community work has proven that it can change the lives of those who are marginalised”.

Forum members were also shocked at the heavy burden of cuts on the poorest and more vulnerable members of our communities which were recommended in the Mc Carthy report.  Brian Crummy, the sectoral representative for people with disabilities on the Forum commented:  “The 5% cut that is recommended for people on social welfare will affect the most vulnerable in our society, including the elderly and those who have a disability.  This cut will further impair people with disabilities from enjoying an acceptable quality of life … targeting cuts at those who are most at risk in our society is not a policy this government should follow”.  

Sligo County Community Forum contends that the coming months and years will be very challenging times for the community and voluntary sector in the County.    One member commented:  “In the times ahead it will be vital that the community sector stands in solidarity together, a lot of pressure will be put on projects to compete for very little resources, and if the Forum can be of any assistance to projects in these times we would be glad to help”.  Sligo Forum plan to hold a number of meetings across Sligo after the summer, where community and voluntary groups will be invited to participate, to look at the range of issues affecting the sector.  It is hoped that community networks will be formed so that community projects can get support from each other at a local level.  More details of this initiative and the Forum is available from www.sligocommunityforum.com.  
ENDS

“The mission statement of the Sligo County Community Forum is to identify analyse and act on the needs, issues and concerns of community and voluntary groups in County Sligo with particular emphasis on the issues that affect those who are most vulnerable and excluded in our communities.”
Further Details can be obtained from:  Claire Galligan, 0866081598, galliganclaire@eircom.net
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