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1.
 FUNDING 


1.1
County Sligo Leader Partnership Company invites expressions of Interest

County Sligo Leader Partnership Company is inviting expressions of interest for Leader funding.  The expression of interest form is a means of assessing if your project is eligible to make an application for any of the grant programmes operated by Co. Sligo LEADER Partnership.  For further information please contact LEADER Programme manager, Co. Sligo LEADER Partnership Company Ltd., Sligo Development Centre, Cleveragh Road, Sligo.  071-9141138 or email info@sligoleader.com.  

1.2
Artist In The Community Grants Scheme 2009 
Closing Date: 25 June, 2009
Twice yearly, the Arts Council offers grants to enable artists and communities of place or interest to work together on projects. The scheme covers all art forms. The Artist in the Community Scheme is managed by Create, the national development agency for collaborative arts, providing services for arts development and collaborative arts practice in Ireland. The aim of the scheme is to encourage intense collaboration between communities of place and/or interest and artists, culminating in an artwork or a project in which the members of the community group and the artists work together in order to realise an artistic project or an event. It is essential that meaningful consultation take place between the artist and the community group, so that both parties are involved in deciding on the nature of the project. Group ownership of the art should be maintained at every stage. There are two phases to the scheme: For further information, application forms or to book an advisory session, contact Create, 01 473 6600, email support@create-ireland.ie website www.create-ireland.ie. 

1.3
Funding For Environmental Projects EU Life+ Programme 2007-2013
The EU LIFE+ Programme 2007-2013 is a dedicated EU funding programme for environmental projects. Covering the period 2007-2013, Life+ will provide €1.7 billion for co-funded projects across the EU which are linked to nature
conservation, environmental technology and the communication of environmental matters. The European Commission is expected to issue its third annual call for proposals under the Life+ programme on 15 May 2009. The call will include full details and conditions regarding the submission of applications the closing date for which
is expected to be 5 September 2009. Guidelines and applications forms for the 2009 Call will be available from 15 May 2009 at http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus.htm.

In order to assist potential applicants, an information workshop, conducted by the EU Commission, will be held in the offices of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Custom House, Dublin 1 on 29th May 2009. Persons wishing to attend the workshop should contact: Brian Earley at Brian_Earley@environ.ie as soon as possible as places may be limited. Further information on the implementation of the LIFE+ Programme in Ireland is available at  http://www.environ.ie/en/Environment/SustainableDevelopment
1.4
Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund 2009

Sligo County Council is now inviting proposals for the local agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund 2009.  Projects deemed worthy of support might include community gardens, allotments and compost schemes, rainwater harvesting schemes, ecological education initiatives and environmental exhibitions.  (see also www.environ.ie)  

Closing date is Friday 12th June 2009.  Application forms and enquiries should be made to Sligo County Council, 0719111111 or email dmcdon@sligococo.ie 

1.5
Anti-Litter Scheme and Anti Graffitti Awareness Initiatives 

This scheme will be advertised in the local papers next week.  Enquiries can be made to Sligo County Council or see www.sligococo.ie (from next week)  

2.
TRAINING 

2.1 
Community Training Sessions in Sligo (May – July 09)

The Sligo County Community Forum is pleased to announce its Spring/Summer Training events for communities in the county.   It will be a chance to meet with other people in your local area, network, raise your confidence and learn some new skills.  In all of the training sessions a ‘facilitative approach’ to learning will be used.  All of the training is being delivered by Claire Galligan, who has over ten years experience as a trainer in community and group work.  

Training Session One:  Developing Presentation Skills. 26th May, 9.30am -1pm, St Anne’s Community Centre, Sligo

This training session will be held over two morning sessions.  The aim of the training will be …

· To raise confidence to speak in front of others

· How to use visual aids

· How to present material effectively

· How to prepare

The session is aimed at people who have limited experience of speaking in front of groups.  It may be of interest to those who are members of groups and would like to have more confidence to speak out, or those who are applying for jobs at the moment and would like to practice their presentation skills.  

Training Session Two:  Developing leadership skills, 9th June, 10am - 3pm, Teach Laighne, Tubbercurry

This training session will be held over one day, 10-4pm.  The session is aimed at those who are leading groups at the moment or those who would like to lead groups in the future.  The course will look at how groups work and how group members participate.  The course will also allow participants to identify their own leadership skills.  

Training Session Three:  Carrying out a community needs analysis, 25th June, 10am - 3pm, Northside Centre,  Sligo
This training will be held over one day.  This session is aimed at those working in a voluntary and paid capacity in the community.  This course will be of interest to those who would like to know how to go about researching and collecting information on their own community, and how to involve the local community in this process.  It may be of use to groups who would like to build a profile of their local community or make funding applications.  

Training Session Four:  Filling out funding applications, 9th July, 6pm - 9pm, Easkey Community Centre
This session will be held on one evening.  It will be of interest to community groups who are having difficulty in filling out funding applications and want to gain more information in this regard.  At the session, guidelines for filling out funding applications will be presented and sample funding applications will be used to help give greater direction to groups.  

How to apply 

Each of the training sessions places will be limited to 20 participants.  If you would like to take part in any of the training sessions, you will need to contact to Catherine Brennan at the Sligo County Community Forum, email cbrennan@sligococo.ie, 071-9111814, or apply in writing to Catherine Brennan, Sligo County Community Forum, Sligo Development Centre, Cleveragh Road, Sligo.  

Applications will be accepted on a first come first served basis, however members of the Sligo County Community Forum will get priority.  The training is free.  
2.2 
Domestic Violence Advocacy Service Training in Sligo 

A two day training programme provided by DVAS, for service providers in statutory and community organisations on identifying and responding to domestic violence

Programmes are being offered in 2009 

· Carrick on Shannon, Bush Hotel on 13th & 14th May (Time: 9.30 - 4.30) 

· Sligo, Glass House Hotel on 23rd &24th September (Time: 9.30 - 4.30)

For information call Domestic Violence Advocacy Service [DVAS] at 071- 9141515.

Who is the training for?
This training will be useful for people who, through their work, come into contact with women who may be experiencing domestic violence. The training will support practitioners in identifying such women and in responding effectively to disclosures of domestic violence.

Outline of the training
This training is participative and interactive and uses a variety of methods including: small and large group work, case studies, discussions and presentations. It draws upon the skills, experiences and ideas of participants as well as the knowledge and evidence held within the domestic violence sector.

By the end of the training participants will have: 

· An understanding of how coercive control is a core component of domestic 
violence 

· An increased understanding of barriers to disclosure experienced by victims of 
domestic violence 

· Gained knowledge and understanding of the risks for the woman who discloses 

· Explored safe and appropriate ways in which agencies can respond to disclosures 

· Explored the use of risk assessment and safety planning within their own work 
setting 

· Furthered their knowledge of how to make and follow up a referral to DVAS and 
built stronger links with other agencies responding to domestic violence.

Cost per person: Euro 75 

Places are limited to a maximum of 15 participants on each programme. A commitment to attending both days is an essential criteria for being allocated a place. Early booking is advised!

Participants completing this course can go on to do a specially designed follow on course Domestic Violence and the Child, delivered by the HSE Childcare Training Unit.

For further information contact DVAS
tel 071-9141515 or by email at infodvas@eircom.net

DVAS - Training
4, Chapel Street, Sligo

2.3
An Talamh Workshops 

An Talamh, which aims to promote creativity, mindfulness, healing and reconnection with the earth is running a series of workshops in County Sligo in May and June.  

Our work is based on the principles of cooperation, dialogue and acceptance of difference.  We are committed to supporting and encouraging the potential and creativity of each person with whom we work.   To this end workshops are run by the team in areas which they themselves enjoy immensely and which is an active development of their own creativity and potential. For more information contact:

An Talamh
Stonepark

Skreen 

Co Sligo 

Tel: 087 4184184

Email: antalamh@gmail.com
2.4
Certificate in Disability Studies (starts Sept 09) 


September 2009 - April 2010. This will involve 15 days spread over one weekend per month.

Accreditation

This course is accredited by NUI (National University of Ireland) to Level 7 award in accordance with the National Framework of Qualifications.

The main aims of the course: 

· To develop an understanding of the Independent Living Philosophy 

· To examine a rights based approach to disability 

· To examine theoretical perspectives of disability

Key objectives include: 

· To enable participants to critically evaluate their perceptions of disability 

· To equip participants with the knowledge and tools to effect change in attitudes 

· To provide participants with the opportunity to explore the barriers to inclusion 

· To give participants an opportunity to share experience and learn from each other.

Benefits of this course: 

· Increased awareness of theories and models of disability 

· Job opportunities in over 600 disability related organisations in Ireland. 

· Leadership & facilitation skills 

· Understanding of Disability Equality & Advocacy 

· Understanding of Social Analysis and the Environment 

· Improved professional practice 

· Understanding of experiential learning. 

· Practical knowledge for day to day situations.

Assessment

Participants will need to complete 4 assignments to receive the accredited award.

Venues:
This course will run in various venues around the country and will be accessible geographically to as many people as possible. 

Fees: €1,200


For further information please contact:

Naoise Cunningham,

Development Officer
Center for Independent Living,
Carmichael House,
North Brunswick St, Dublin 7

Tel: 01 8730455, Fax: 01 8730998 on or by email at 
naoisecunningham@dublincil.org.

3. 
EVENTS

3.1 
People of the Year Awards 2009 

Who is your Person of the Year? 

Do you know someone whose achievements are inspiring and whose contribution to society deserves recognition? Nominate them for a People of the Year Award today!

How to Nominate

Tell us as much as you can about why your chosen person or community group should receive an Award. Please include as much relevant information as possible to support the nomination, which you can submit in one of the following ways:

1. On the Web

Log on to www.peopleoftheyear.com and complete the nomination form

2. By Post

Write to us at People of the Year Awards, Rehab Group, Roslyn Park, Sandymount, Dublin 4

3. By Email
Email us at poy@quinn-healthcare.com

Please include your name, address, telephone number, email address and the name of the person you are nominating.

This year there will be a special award for a nurse who has made a unique difference to people's lives. Do you know a nurse who has gone above and beyond the call of duty?

CLOSING DATE FOR NOMINATIONS: MONDAY 1st JUNE 2009

The People of the Year Awards, which are organised by Rehab, sponsored by QUINN-healthcare, and televised live on RTÉ One, will take place on Saturday 12th September. Tickets for this glittering gala occasion are available on ticketmaster.ie or by contacting Kate Ryan on 01 2057 231

3.2
EAPN Ireland European Parliament Election Hustings and Workshops
EAPN Ireland European Parliament Election Hustings and Workshops

In advance of the European Parliament Elections on 5th June EAPN Ireland, along with its project partners, is organising constituency meetings with the European Parliament candidates. All candidates have been invited to participate in a debate on the role of the next European Parliament in ending poverty and exclusion. Each meeting with the candidates will be proceeded by a training workshop on European social policy and the role of the European Parliament. 

Election meetings will take place in: 

· Castlebar, 11th May 

· Maynooth, 12th May 

· Cork , 13th May 

· Dublin, 14th May 

· Belfast, 15th May


If you wish to attend the Northern Ireland event, please contact the Northern Ireland Anti-Poverty Network at patricia@niapn.org.

All are welcome to attend the European Training Sessions and Election Hustings. To register, please complete the attached registration sheet and return it to Mark Byrne at the European Anti-Poverty Network. Please note that we have relocated and our address is: 

European Anti-Poverty Network
Strand House
22 Great Strand Street
Dublin 1

Registration form:
www.activelink.ie/2009/EAPN-Registration-Form.doc

For more information:
www.activelink.ie/2009/EAPN-Hustings-Programme.pdf
3.3 
Older and Bolder

Older & Bolder is an alliance of eight non-governmental organisations in the ageing sector in Ireland.  The members of the alliance are committed to a joint campaign for the development and implementation of a National Positive Ageing Strategy.

Older & Bolder’s members are:  Active Retirement Ireland, Age & Opportunity, Age Action Ireland Ltd., Alzheimer Society of Ireland, Carers Association, Irish Hospice Foundation, Irish Senior Citizens Parliament and the Senior Help Line.

Our shared vision is of an Ireland that affirms ageing and the rights of all older people, enabling everyone to live and die with confidence and dignity as equal, respected and involved members of society.

Prior to the 2007 General Election, Older & Bolder campaigned for a commitment to the development of a national strategy on ageing.  All of the political parties made this commitment in their election manifestos.  A promise to develop the National Positive Ageing Strategy was then included in the 2007 Programme for Government.

Older & Bolder has called for a meaningful consultation with older people to inform the development of the National Positive Ageing Strategy.  We believe that older people must have their say, along with politicians and decision-makers, in the design of a strategy that will directly affect their daily lives.

In the run-up to the 2009 Local and European Elections on June 5th, our members are conducting a campaign, “Older & Bolder on the Doorstep”.  As part of the campaign we are conducting regional meetings with older people around the country.  A meeting with people in the Sligo area is being planned for the 19th May.  
For further information contact:  Mary Cleary, mary.clearly@olderandbolder.ie 01-8783623
3.4
Maugherow 10 k Fun run and walk
On Sunday June 14th Maugherow is holding a fun run and walk.  To get there:  5 miles outside Sligo on The Donegal/Bundoran Road, take a left turn after Yeats Tavern Pub. Follow the signs For Maugherow. Race Starts at Maugherow Parish Hall.
Children  U12   12.30pm (1.5mile) Walker’s 12.30pm Runner’s  1pm
Followed by Refreshments and prizes’      All Proceeds to Charity

Entry:€10 (ADULTS) €3 (CHILDREN)Enquiries to Cyril 0876270069 or Olivia 0879574565

3.5
Community Workers Coop, Regional Workshops

Regional Workshops & National Seminar

The CWC is holding a series of regional workshops that will focus on maintaining quality community work in the face of recent & evolving developments in the community sector outlined above. Using Towards Standards as a framework, the workshops will explore how community workers and those using community work as an approach in their work can maintain the principles and standards of quality community work.

The regional workshops will conclude with a national seminar on June 10th in Dublin (venue to be confirmed) that will seek to frame local experiences in an analysis of the intersection of democracy, governance and social exclusion, and to translate these experiences and concerns into a CWC position for action.

All workshops will be held from 11am to 2.30pm & lunch will be provided.

	Date
	Location
	Venue

	May 26th
	Donegal
	Manorcunningham Community Resource Centre, Main  Street, Manorcunningham

	May 27th 
	Longford
	EDI Centre for Unemployed People 11a 2 Master tech Business Park, Athlone Road

	June 3rd 
	South County Dublin 
	Green Isle Hotel, Newlands Cross, Dublin


3.6 ‘Women’s right to security in the home, locally and globally’

On 12 June 2009 in the Menlo Park Hotel in Galway

The keynote speaker is the well-known feminist journalist and newly appointed director of the National Women’s Council of Ireland, Susan McKay.  Susan will be speaking from notes on a recent field trip to Liberia where she met with women who had experienced the most horrific atrocities during and after the armed conflict there, Susan says: ‘Liberia has a feminist president and a gender ministry, and they are leading strenuous campaigns against the widespread sexual violence against women there, Ireland could learn a lot from them’.  

Other speakers at the seminar include:

· Salome Mbugua of Akidwa the African Women’s Network who will be talking about migrant and asylum seeking women’s experience of insecurity in Ireland;

· Nusha Yonkova from the Immigrant Council of Ireland will present the findings from the recently published report on ‘Globalisation, sex trafficking and prostitution’;

· Fiona Neary of the Rape Crisis Network will present the latest figures on sexual violence in Ireland;

· Kathleen Sweeney of the Galway Traveller Movement will discuss traveller women’s experience of State violence;

· Ailbhe Smyth co-founder of the Feminist Open Forum will discuss women’s global and local security issues;

·  Wendy Heuston, Director of COPE Ireland, the Galway based domestic violence service will Chair the day’s proceedings and will open  a discussion on the current situation of domestic violence in Ireland.

The speakers while discussing women’s security issues will also highlight any recent positive moves in addressing these issues and how they are being achieved.  

The seminar is one in a series of four exploring a feminist analysis of peace building.  The aim of the seminar series is three-fold:

1.  to open up dialogue between women in the North and the South about the legacy of the conflict;

2. To highlight the importance of women’s role in the transformation of Ireland to a peaceful and just society;

3. To create opportunities for women and men to discuss sexist attitudes, discrimination and exploitation and to engage in a dialogue about the creation of equal, non-violent partnerships both in the private and public spheres.

Background information: 

The first seminar took place in Derry on 11 February 2009 on the topic of ‘embracing diversity’.  The third seminar in Cork will take place in November 2009 on the subject of Peace building and Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security; and the fourth seminar will be in Dublin in the Spring of 2010.  The project will culminate in a Summer School in 2010. 

To reserve a place:

Email hannashouse@nwci.ie or call 01-8786400.The seminars are free but places are limited. Refreshments and lunch will be served.  The Galway seminar will run from 10.30 to 3.30pm on 12 June in the Menlo Park Hotel.

Hanna’s House is a feminist organisation working to provide a space for feminist activists, educators, and transformers to mobilise the collective energy of women to work towards the creation of a non-violent, just society that embraces diversity, for more information about our work refer to our website at: www.hannashouse.net
3.7 Bealtaine Festival 

`From the Feet Up` is the theme of this year’s may-long celebration of creativity in older age in the Sligo. Go to www.sligoarts.ie and find a multitude of opportunities to see and do something new! Highlights include the Intergenerational Art Exhibitions in Ballymote Nursing Unit (13, May 1pm), in the Atrium Gallery in Nazareth House (Fri 15, 1pm), official launch of the Bealtaine Residency Project in the Hawk’s Well Theatre (19 May, 3pm), drama sketches and music event in the Factory Performance Space (20 May, 1pm), words and music event in Drumcliffe (21 May, 1pm) and Gurteen (22 May, 1pm) and the only evening event is a book launch in the Sligo Central Library (27 May, 7pm).

Most events are free and open to the public of all ages. 
(Thanks to Donegal community workers coop e-bulletin and www.activelink.ie from where some of our information is sourced.) 
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