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1.

Funding
1.1 
Launch of the Project Phase of the Integrating Communities Programme

 
Urban and rural community groups and organisations operating within Northern Ireland and/or the Border Region of Ireland are invited to apply for funding under this programme.  The programme aims to: increase the capacity and confidence of unionist and nationalist communities to work together; 
foster and develop relationships within and between communities; 
encourage sustainable partnership working and promote continued reconciliation and peace building activities; and be a catalyst for groups to engage in partnership and take decisive action towards new and innovative programmes/projects, which will benefit their communities. The Project Phase aspect of the programme, which aims to support cross-community or cross- border partnership working, is now open to applications.  Projects must be community-led and demonstrate active and sustainable reconciliation. The 2009 deadline for receipt of applications is 14 August 2009 (4pm). For further information see: www.derrycity.gov.uk/grantaid 
1.2
Citizens Information Board grants and other supports 

The Citizens Information Board operates a number of grant schemes to assist the provision of information, advice and advocacy by the voluntary and community sector. These schemes are outlined below. Please note, the following schemes are only available to organisations and groups in Ireland.
Regional Information and Advocacy Fund
This Fund operates within each of the Citizens Information Board's five regions. The purpose of the fund is to target marginalised groups, support the development of advocacy services, promote innovative information content and delivery mechanisms, and to create partnerships between the Board and other organisations. For contact details in the Five regions check www.citizensinformationboard.ie/about/howservices/about_services_regional.html
Publications Grants Scheme
The publications grants scheme supports voluntary organisations which have an information delivery role. The purpose of the scheme is to  meet specific publication needs, usually providing information on social services and entitlements. Translations are also funded. Small grants of up to euro 3,000 are available.
Previous awards have been made to organisations to publish leaflets on entitlements or directories of specialist services.
Download a Publication Grant Application Form at www.citizensinformationboard.ie/services/providers_voluntary/providers_grants.html
Social Policy Grants
The Social Policy Grant Scheme provides support for social policy initiatives being undertaken by Citizens Information Centres at local level, particularly those working in conjunction with statutory or voluntary organisations.
Information on the grants is available from:
Administrator
Information Publications and Social Policy
Citizens Information Board
Ground Floor
George's Quay House
43 Townsend Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: (01) 605 9021
Email: publicationadmin@ciboard.ie
1.3
Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund 2009
Closing date for receipt of completed applications is Friday 12th June, 2009 Projects should focus on environmental awareness and action which compliments national environmental priorities such as Waste, Biodiversity and Climate Change and contribute to developing Sustainable Local Communities. Application form is available to download at www.sligococo.ie
1.4
Anti-Litter Awareness and Anti-Graffiti Grant Scheme

Closing date for receipt of completed applications is Thursday 25th June, 2009

Projects/activities should focus on:

Involving schools and young people in anti-litter and/or anti-graffiti actions 

Voluntary anti-litter and/or anti-graffiti initiatives by community and environmental groups

Involving business and commercial sectors to tackle both litter and graffiti at local level 

Application form is available to download at www.sligococo.ie
1.5
The Community Foundation for Ireland's Small Grants Scheme (2009) 

The Community Foundation makes grants to not-for-profit and voluntary groups working in communities throughout the Republic of Ireland. The Community Foundation will favour projects leading to the social inclusion of people and communities who are excluded by reason of geography, race, age, disability, family circumstances, poverty, gender or race.
Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis and assessed three times per year. 2009 Closing Dates: 

27th February (successful grantees will receive their grants in April) 

31st July (successful grantees will receive their grants in September) 

30th October (successful grantees will receive their grants in December)

General Criteria:
Carers
Support for carers including actions such as the development of social networks, local respite initiatives.
Older People 
a) For outreach schemes which assist older people to join social groups and networks in their community. This is a pilot scheme whereby grants will be a maximum of euro 2,000. The foundation will require grantees to share learning of the strategies employed. Such information will be disseminated as best practice to other groups
b) For projects promoting social contact for older isolated men
c) For groups who are working with older people through visitation/ phone services and with older people who are in hospitals/ nursing homes for long periods.
Families at Risk - Pilot Grants Scheme
Aimed at very vulnerable children, this scheme is for projects which provide supports allowing children at particular risk to participate in social and educational activities within their community. Applicants must be able to demonstrate that children are at particular risk. Indicators include substance misuse issues in the family setting, if they are in receipt of social work services, or in consistent poverty.
Sexual Minorities
Supports for sexual minorities, especially outreach projects to LGBT ethnic minorities and those in rural areas.
Ethnic Minorities
Assisting the building of networks and structures for ethnic minorities, with a particular emphasis on Integration.
Mental Health and Integration
Community integration and supports for people who have had recent mental health difficulties.
It is essential that applicants consult the full criteria, available on the Community Foundation's website prior to submitting a grant application:
www.communityfoundation.ie/grants/
To submit your application please email it as an attachment to info@foundation.ie
The Community Foundation for Ireland, 32 Lower O'Connell Street, Dublin 1. Ph. 01 874 73 54

2.
Training
2.1
Community Training in Sligo 

Sligo County Community Forum still has a limited number of places remaining for its upcoming training sessions in community needs analysis and ‘filling out funding applications’: 

Carrying out a community needs analysis:  25th June, Sligo Northside Centre, 10am to 3pm.   

This training will be held over one day.  This session is aimed at those working in a voluntary and paid capacity in the community.  This course will be of interest to those who would like to know how to go about researching and collecting information on their own community, and how to involve the local community in this process.  It may be of use to groups who would like to build a profile of their local community or make funding applications.  

Filling out funding applications:  9th July, 6-9pm, Easkey Community Centre.
This session will be held on one evening.  It will be of interest to community groups who are having difficulty in filling out funding applications and want to gain more information in this regard.  At the session, guidelines for filling out funding applications will be presented and sample funding applications will be used to help give greater direction to groups.  

How to apply 

Each of the training sessions places will be limited to 20 participants.  If you would like to take part in any of the training sessions, you will need to contact to Catherine Brennan at the Sligo County Community Forum, email cbrennan@sligococo.ie, 071-9111814, or apply in writing to Catherine Brennan, Sligo County Community Forum, Sligo Development Centre, Cleveragh Road, Sligo.  

Applications will be accepted on a first come first served basis, however members of the Sligo County Community Forum will get priority.  The training is free.  

2.2
 Intensive one week course in Train the Trainer

This programme is aimed at people who currently work as trainers or wish to deliver training. It will also suit those who are interested in developing their personal and interpersonal skills. 
The programme aims to facilitate learners to develop a theoretical knowledge of adult learning, team working and leadership. It is also designed to provide them with experience of training and development, both as learner and trainer. 
The programme will be a vibrant and dynamic mix or practical skills, activity, and the theory that underpins learning, training and human development. All participants will have the opportunity to practice training skills on the course. The programme will be highly participative: there will be lots of activity, interaction and discussion.
Projected General Outcomes 

Knowledgeable in training and adult learning theory 

Skilled in assessing training needs, designing and delivering training interventions 

A clear sense of one’s training style and philosophy 

Skilled in planning and delivering a training intervention 

Skilled in creating a positive, open and reflective learning environment 

Skilled in evaluating a training programme and learner progress

We further envisage that participants will benefit to extent that they become: 

Skilled in leading teams 

More confident in their general skills, abilities and competencies, with enhanced career progression prospects. 

Those who achieve the required standard will obtain a FETAC Level 6 Train the Trainer Certificate and be eligible to register as a trainer.

The Train the Trainer Programme is five full days of training in duration. It is set at FETAC Level 6 and costs €800. The next programme runs from 22nd to 26th June inclusive. There will be a maximum of twelve participants. Contact Seamus at 0872404031, or e-mail ger@fusiontraining.ie, see also www.fusiontraining.ie .
2.3
North Connaught College: Certificated Course in Community 
Development  

North Connaught College is delighted to offer again a certificated course in Community Development. 
The course will last for one year and will start in September 2009 and finish in May 2010. The course is structured with two days of college based learning and three days of relevant placement operating in term time and from 10.00am to 4.15pm each day.
Successful students will receive a FETAC Level 6 Certificate in Community Development. The course is delivered by the College and will cover Community Development Theory and Practice, Group Work Theory and Practice, Policy making in Community Development, Conflict Management, Social Study, Management and Leadership in Community Organisations and Communications.
The course is designed around learning by doing and so an important element of learning will be the student’s practical work and experience, which will be integrated into each of the modules above.
The course is ideally suited to people who have a strong interest in working in the community and voluntary sector but who feel they could benefit from formal training and direction.
If you would like to find out more please telephone North Connaught College on 071 9185035 or see our web site www.northconnaughtcollege.net
Applications will be accepted from 1 March 2009, and can be made on-line after that www.northconnaughtcollege.net
or alternatively phone us for an application form 071 9185035


2.4
Get Ready for Work - Careers Seminars for graduates with 
disabilities/ specific learning difficulties 

DEVELOP THE SKILLS TO MANAGE YOUR CAREER
A two day Career Skills programme for graduates with disabilities/ specific learning difficulties organised by GET AHEAD (a forum for graduates with disabilities) in conjunction with Graduate Careers Ireland (GCI), the professional body for all third level career services in Ireland.
Learn from the experts, careers advisors and employers, who will work with you to help you up-skill and maximise your opportunities to pursue the career that matches your educational and professional ambitions.
Where & When?
June 11th & 12th, DIT
June 24th & 25th, NUI Galway
Topics to be covered will include: career decision making, job-seeking and interview skills, CV preparation, personal management, recruitment and selection processes. There will also be training and discussion on the issue of disclosure. Job preparation skills will be imparted in a hands-on approach, including lively interactive workshops, mock interviews given by HR staff from different companies and seminars by professional recruitment specialists.
For further information or to reserve a place on the next programme, please contact: 
Niamh Hayes, GET AHEAD Project Co-ordinator
getahead@ahead.ie, 087 9631429
Places are limited so please apply ASAP! 

3.
Local Events 
3.1
Spraoi Community Childcare Centre, Summercamps

Spraoi Childcare Centre, Ballymote, Co Sligo are holding a number of summer camps throughout the month of July.  Price is an unbelievable €50 per week. Contact Karen on 071-9183893 before all places are filled.

Activities will include:

Creative Arts:  
Clay / salt dough shapes. Make necklaces / bracelets. Paper Mache. Animals / masks. Sewing / hand puppets. Painting / printing / stencils / chalk pictures etc. Collages. Music and dance. Drama.

Sports:                     Dodge ball. Football (skills & games). Basketball (skills & games)  Ball control. Tails. Obstacle courses. Rounder's. Olympic handball.

Visits and outings:         Eagles flying. Playground. Ballymote castle. Picnic in Park. Children’s train.

Special Events            
Treasure Hunt. Sports Day. Face Painting. Fancy Dress party.

 The camps are from 10am to 2 pm but we are also offering a breakfast club from 8am to 10 amat an extra cost of €5 per morning. Thanks very much. Karen Casey

3.2
Summer Music in Ceoláras Coleman

For two nights each week in July and August, a fine lively ‘seisiún’ of traditional Irish music will be held in Ceoláras Coleman, Gurteen, Co. Sligo. On each Wednesday and Saturday night, local musicians, ‘Ceoltóirí Coleman’ will set your feet tapping with a two hour presentation of reels, jigs, step dancing and songs.  There will also be a cup of tea for everyone and if the music tempts you, as it will, there will be someone to guide you through a two hand dance or a figure of a set.

All shows commence at 9pm  Admission €10  Group rates available

Phone 071 9182599    www.colemanirishmusic.com

3.3
4th Guth Gafa International Documentary Film Festival 

An 4ú Féile Idirnáisiúnta Scannáin Faisnéise Guth Gafa
12th – 14th June 2009
12 – 14 Meitheamh 2009
Guth Gafa International Documentary Festival in Donegal is committed to bringing outstanding films and filmmakers to a wild and beautiful part of Ireland – our Films On The Edge.
This year’s festival, from 12th to 14th June, promises a rich and varied programme of 30 award-winning international and Irish documentaries, with an emphasis on Children’s Rights, African issues, and the Environment.
Most of our screenings will have directors in attendance and, in addition, Guth Gafa offers seminars, master classes, childrens’ screenings and workshops, a Festival Café and Club, and even a free crèche.
Compact and intimate, our motto of ‘see all the films, meet all the directors’ is the very essence of Guth Gafa.
Check out our website at www.guthgafa.com
3.4
Northwest LGBT Pride 2009 Open Submission Art Exhibition 
Call to all artists to support Northwest Pride.
Exhibition opens on Thursday 6th August 2009 @ 7pm.
The theme for the exhibition is ‘CREATING SPACES’.
NORTHWEST LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) PRIDE in association with LEITRIM SCULPTURE CENTRE, Manorhamilton, Co Leitrim is hosting an Open Exhibition to run during Northwest LGBT Pride 2009 from 6th - 9th August 2009. All artists are welcome to submit work. You don’t have to be queer to be here. We would like to encourage children to submit work to the exhibition.

Conditions of entry
Please submit images of your work on disc to Denise Clarke, Appleloft, Easkey, Co Sligo or by e-mail to northwestpride@gmail.com by the 30th June 2009 for adjudication. Please include completed entry form (below) and a brief (50 word) biog.  A maximum of 3 pieces per person and we charge €5 handling fee per person.  (cheque or P.O. to NW Pride)

Children’s entries are free.

We accept work in any medium. If work is to be hung please ensure that it is ready to be hung with proper fixings. Please include instructions on how 3D work should be exhibited. For video and sound installations we are unfortunately unable to provide the technical equipment so it would be up to each artist to provide their own equipment.Please attach labels to work 

The dates for the handing in of entries to the Leitrim Sculpture Centre, Manorhamilton, Co Leitrim are Thursday 30th July, Friday 31st July and Saturday 1st August 09. No work can be accepted after the 1st August. All work must be collected by Tuesday 11th August 09.
Please include 20% commission in the price of any work for sale. (10% to NW Pride and 10% to Leitrim Sculpture Centre.)

If you have any queries contact Jackie McKenna 087 2537225 or Denise Clarke 085 1080712.
Check out the Leitrim Sculpture Centre: www.leitrimsculpturecentre.ie
Northwest LGBT Pride at: www.nwprideireland.com

3.5
Gum Litter Awareness campaign

Sligo County Council is taking part in the 2009 Gum Litter Taskforce Campaign. The Gum Litter Taskforce (GLT) was established in 2006 and brings together representatives from DOEHLG, the Chewing Gum Industry, the Dept. of Education & Science, Local Authorities, the retail sector, Foróige, ECO UNESCO and ENFO. 

The aim of the campaign is to tackle gum litter by increased education, awareness and the stronger enforcement of fines.

The Sligo campaign launch will take place in Ballymote on 23rd June, 2009. The campaign will also be highlighted at events throughout the county during the summer and will run until September, 2009.

Further information is available at www.gumlittertaskforce.ie  and from Sligo County Council tel.  071 9111111

3.6
Mid-summer night Fundraiser! Barn Dance

Saturday 20th June (2pm – 10pm) in aid of PEGASUS Therapeutic Riding Centre for People with Special Needs (www.pegasuscentre.com)

Come to our new location Ballymulderry, Maugherow close to Raghly Harbour

(Turn left after Yeat’s Tavern. Go to Carney village and turn left. Pass the Lissadell Estate and turn left at Dunleavy’s Shop. Follow road until you see signs for Pegasus)

· BLESSING CEREMONY FOR THE THERAPY ANIMALS

· PONY RIDES

· CRAFTS

· ASMISSION FREE

· LIVE MUSIC

· DANCING

· BARBEQUE

And more activities for all the family!
3.7
Free Guided Walking tour of Sligo

In Association with Sligo Tourist Development Ltd.  Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday @11am (approx 2 hours)

Starts at: Failte Ireland North West Tourist Information Office, Temple Street

Tour will include places of Historical, Musical, Sporting and Cultural Interest

Join when you wish, Leave when you wish

3.8
St. Cecelias Fun Day, 13th June 2009

St. Cecelias School is holding a FUN DAY at on 13th June 2009 from 1-6pm.  Activities will include:  Bric a brac; Bouncy castles; Cake Sale; Barbeque; Snack Bar; Flower Arranging; Nail Bar; Polish Culture/Food Stand; Raffle Table; Sports; Face Painting; Book Sale; Plant Sale; Live Entertainment; Pet Show; Fortune Teller

St. Cecilia’s School caters for students with moderate, severe and profound learning disabilities. There is a special class for students with autism. Students from 4-18 years are catered for. 

For more details contact St. Cecelias, Cregg, Sligo.

Tel:9177907; Fax: 9177011; Email:stceciliasschool.ie

Website:  www.stceciliasschool.ie

4. 
General Information
4.1
Northwest Life Sciences business facility

Collooney Community Enterprises Limited is offering for rent/lease a business facility:  The Northwest Life Sciences is a state of the art, architecturally designed facility with a completed and fully validated cleanroom package to businesses in the pharmaceutical, Biotech and Medical Device Industries.

The facility is ideally located along the N4 at Collooney, Sligo, Ireland adjacent to BBraun Medical
This group was formed in 1997 by a group of experienced individuals who recognised a 

need for enterprise creation and support in their community. The group opened the Collooney

Community Enterprise Centre in 1997 which provides a mix of affordable, industrial & office 

space to start-up businesses. This centre is a hub of activity and is a valuable source of employment in the area.

Further Enquiries email: enquiries@northwestlifesciences.com

Website: http://www.northwestlifesciences.com
Information for this bulletin is sourced from www.activelink.ie and the Donegal Community Workers Coop e-bulletin, government departments websites and others.  
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